Lake Vermilion Fisheries Input Group (LVFIG) MN Department of Natural Resources

MNDNR LVFIG meeting notes: May 18, 2016
Agenda:

e Check-in and housekeeping topics

e Review/prioritize list of key interests/concerns from previous meeting
e Fisheries management overview presentation (Edie Evarts)

e Lake Survey walleye data presentation (Matt Hennen)

e Creel Survey walleye data presentation (Edie Evarts)

Housekeeping items:

e Welcome new member Brian Borkholder, fisheries biologist for Fond du Lac Band of Lake
Superior Chippewa

e Reminder that mileage reimbursements are due before end of June

e Reminder that Matt Hennen will be in touch with Input Group members about volunteer
opportunities throughout the season. Volunteers must pass a background check and complete a
Volunteer Agreement form prior to volunteering.

e Space in the Tower Area Office conference room is limited; please give us feedback on your
comfort level in this space, and we’ll find a new meeting location if needed.

Review/Prioritize list of key interests and concerns:

DNR staff reviewed the full list of Input Group members’ key interests/concerns to identify which items
from that list will be covered at Input Group meetings and are likely to be included in the management
plan. To view the full list, see meeting notes from April 20, 2016.

Management Plan:

e The plan will include: a mission statement developed by the Input Group and DNR staff; target
objectives, goals and strategies by species (e.g. angler catch rate, gill net catch, size structure,
etc.); and a process for annual updates.

e The Input Group can discuss: new ways to measure lake health (e.g. involving guides in data
collection, increasing test netting, vegetation surveys, etc.); the speed of management
responses; and the use of management triggers and milestones. These may or may not be
included in the final plan.

Individual species:

o All suggested topics on walleye, northern pike, muskies, bass, panfish, yellow perch, and other
forage fish will be included in future meetings and are within the scope of a management plan.
The exception is consideration of a continuous bass season, which involves a statewide
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regulation that cannot be addressed through this management planning process. Those
interested in this topic should speak with Edie separately from Input Group meetings.

Habitat:

All suggested topics on habitat (e.g. AlS, water quality, vegetation, dissolved oxygen) will be
included in future meetings and are within the scope of a management plan.

Special topics:

Tournaments are controlled by rule and statute; the Lake Vermilion management plan can
address tournament permitting, but other aspects of tournaments cannot be addressed through
this management planning process.

Cormorants will be discussed at a future meeting and are within the scope of the management
plan.

Tribal harvest was discussed on May 18 and can be discussed at future meetings.

Statewide trends in fishing pressure can be discussed at future meetings but will not be
addressed by the Lake Vermilion management plan.

The hatchery and stocking will be discussed at future meetings and are within the scope of the
management plan.

The management plan can include description of a system for communication between the DNR,
the Input Group and the general public.

Additional topics (understanding biology, economic impacts, Tower Fisheries Office budget) can
be discussed at future meetings but are not within the scope of the management plan.
Concerns about speed & noise of boats on the lake (e.g. banana boats) should be directed to the
Sherriff’s office.

Additional suggestions/clarifications (added 5/18/16):

Protecting spawning walleye habitat

Fish barrier on Vermilion River

Consider economic impacts when setting goals/metrics/triggers in the management plan
Discuss DNR budgets to understand financial limitations, and consider where citizen
contributions (e.g. private stocking) may help achieve shared goals.

Create a wish-list of future projects/priorities that can be implemented when funding becomes
available and/or be supported through partnerships and/or private funding.

Consider adding test nets in Head of the Lakes and West End. Fond du Lac crew may be able to
assist.

Fisheries research on OTC marking, and potential future OTC marking in walleye fry stocked in
Vermilion.

Develop Appendices to the plan to discuss partnership opportunities and to maintain a record of
Input Group members’ concerns that are not otherwise addressed in the plan.
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Fisheries management overview

e See handout
Lake Survey walleye data
e See handout
Creel Survey walleye data
e See handout; presentation postponed due to lack of time.

Discussion:

Discussion focused on concerns about walleye in the West End, specifically Head of the Lakes and
Wakemup Bays. Concerns center on declines in availability of harvestable walleye (i.e., fish below the
protected slot limit) in recent years, which in turn can have recreational and economic impacts to local
anglers, resorts, and other businesses. Members of the Lake Vermilion Fisheries Committee and others
have discussed potential responses to this issue, including privately-funded walleye fingerling stocking.
DNR staff believe that fingerling stocking is likely to be ineffective or possibly counterproductive, and
that a regulation change can provide more harvest of preferred-size walleye while maintaining sufficient
protection of spawning stock. In addition, a reduction in spawning stock may enhance young-of-the-year
survival. The June 22 LVFIG meeting will focus on clarifying DNR’s and Input Group members’ goals and
objectives for walleye, including potential regulation changes.

Additional topics discussed at tonight’s meeting included:

o Walleye fry and fingerling stocking — cost, efficacy, and impact on fish growth rates

e The scale of management (i.e. lake-wide, East vs. West, or by individual bay)

e Assessment protocols and the possibility to increase the number of test nets and fall
electrofishing sites on the West End, particularly in Head of the Lakes Bay

Discussion on these topics will continue on June 22. A third meeting on walleye may be added if needed.

Action items:

e As soon as possible and no later than June 15, DNR will provide the Input Group with proposed
goals and objectives for walleye, and information about potential walleye regulation changes,
including model projections of potential outcomes of specific regulations. DNR staff will discuss
this information in more detail at the June 22 LVFIG meeting, and at that time seek input from
members on goals, objectives, and preferred regulations.

e Also as soon as possible and no later than June 15, DNR will provide the Input Group with
information on walleye fingerling stocking and examples of other large lake management plans.

e One to two additional meetings will be scheduled in August or later to ensure sufficient
coverage of key topics. This may extend the overall timeline of the planning process into
October or early November.
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