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 LVFIG meeting notes: Nov. 3, 2016 

Agenda: 
• Recap northern pike and muskellunge online questionnaire responses 
• Recap Oct. 25th public input meeting on walleye regulation change 
• Discuss communication between DNR Fisheries and stakeholders 
• Review draft management plan 
• Clarify next steps for finalization of draft management plan 

Recap northern pike and muskellunge online questionnaire responses 
• Responses to online questionnaire: 

o The goal statement for pike received a good amount of support, with some wanting 
more clarity about what is meant by “quality” (large size vs. eating size).  

o There was less support for the muskie goal, but comments indicate the complaints may 
be more about the management actions (esp. stocking levels, also research) than the 
actual goal statement.  

o A majority of members support changing the pike regulation to match the zone reg, 
with a few saying to wait until assessments are completed before making decisions.  

o There was pretty good support for prioritizing pike trap netting over muskie trap 
netting.  

o The group was split between those that support current muskie stocking levels and 
those that oppose (just slightly more support than opposition), with those opposing 
wanting an increase in muskie stocking levels.  

o There were some additional comments about whitefish, cisco, communication, and 
other items. 

Recap public input meeting on walleye regulation change 
• Public meeting was held Oct. 25, 2016 
• Approximately 15 people attended; 6 submitted comments 
• Of all comments received (at meeting and via mail/email), opinions are split between wanting 

no change and wanting some change; a majority of those that want change favor the 1 > 18” 
option. 

• 18-22” PSL and 20-26” PSL options are still being considered, and may offer a compromise 
between those that prefer no change (most conservative) and those that prefer 1 > 18” (most 
liberal). 

o Input Group members present indicated a preference for the 20-26” PSL over the 18-22” 
PSL. 
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• The public comment period ended Friday Nov. 4th, 2016. 

Communication between DNR Fisheries and stakeholders 
• Existing communications: 

o Tower Area Fisheries staff meet annually with the Resort Association, the Guide’s 
League, and the Sportsmen’s Club. Starting in 2017, Fisheries staff will also meet 
annually with the Lake Vermilion Fisheries Input Group for the duration of the new 
management plan (2017-2022). 

o DNR regularly communicates with stakeholders through print, television, radio, online 
and social media. See especially: 
 DNR LakeFinder website: www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind 
 DNR Walleye Lakes website: www.dnr.state.mn.us/fisheries/large-lakes 
 DNR Minnesota Fishing website: www.dnr.state.mn.us/fishing 
 DNR email updates subscription lists: www.dnr.state.mn.us/emailupdates 
 DNR Newsroom (news releases, videos and more): news.dnr.state.mn.us 
 DNR Minnesota Fishing Facebook page: www.facebook.com/mnfish 

• Some Input Group members expressed satisfaction with current level and frequency of 
communication. Others indicate different types of communication, and increased frequency, 
would help to increase the public’s knowledge of fisheries issues while building better 
relationships between DNR and its stakeholders. 

• Suggestions for future communications include: 
o Input Group members or DNR staff contribute articles/information to local newspapers 

and Lake Association (Sportsmen’s Club) website. Articles could address: fisheries 
management topics; status of lake and fisheries; introductions of staff, their areas of 
responsibility, and/or current management activities; other topics as needed.  

o Establish a Lake Vermilion “e-newsletter” with regular (e.g. quarterly) updates on 
upcoming management activities, volunteer needs, and other items of interest. 

o Improve awareness of existing informational resources. 

Review draft management plan 
• Northern pike: 

o Updated goal statement to reflect importance of pike harvest: “Support a self-
sustaining northern pike population that provides opportunity for harvest.” 

o A majority of Input Group members support changing the pike regulation from the 
current special regulation (24-36” protected slot limit (PSL), 1 > 36” allowed, 3-fish 
bag limit) to the proposed Northeast zone regulation (anglers: 2-fish bag limit, 30-
40” PSL, 1 > 40” allowed; spearers: 2-fish bag limit, 1 > 26” allowed).  

o DNR staff and some Input Group members agree that additional data on pike 
population size structure should be collected before a regulation change is initiated. 
Therefore, spring trap netting for pike will take place in 2017 and 2018; a regulation 
change may be initiated for the 2018 open water angling season if sufficient data 
and public support is available at that time. 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/fisheries/large-lakes
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/fishing
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/emailupdates
file://2k8fs2/sharednr/FAW/SHRDATA/FAW%20Policy%20&%20Planning%20Program/Public%20Engagement/Fisheries/Lake%20Vermilion%20Management%20Plan%20update/Meeting%20agendas%20and%20notes/news.dnr.state.mn.us
http://www.facebook.com/mnfish
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• Muskellunge: 
o Updated goal statement to reflect importance of trophy fishery: “Support a muskie 

population that provides opportunity to catch trophy (50” or above) fish.” 
 Consider including a numeric goal for what percentage of the population 

should be maintained at 50” or above (e.g. 10-15%). 
o Clarified that Lake Vermilion’s new status as a “Premier” muskie stocking lake 

ensures it will receive a minimum of 4,000 muskie fingerlings every other year, and 
up to 4,000 additional surplus fingerlings per 2-year period when available. 

o DNR is supportive of seeking private partnerships to purchase PIT tags and tag 
readers, which would be used in research to better understand muskie natural 
reproduction, growth, age, and appropriate stocking rates. 

• Walleye: 
o DNR is interested in Input Group feedback about whether to include the size structure 

goal, and if so, whether to specify numeric values (refer to pages 2 and 14 in the draft 
plan). 

o Input Group members reiterated the importance of addressing concerns about lack of 
harvestable size walleye on the West End; one member highlighted the need to better 
understand the reasons behind this (e.g. habitat, predation, recruitment, etc.). 

o Discussion was held about the possibility for walleye recruitment to improve if stocking 
levels were decreased. Research by DNR has demonstrated that higher stocking levels 
can increase competition among walleye fry, leading to slower growth, which may in 
turn lead to increased predation and lower recruitment. Walleye stocking levels in Lake 
Vermilion have been declining since the 1980’s, but ideal stocking levels for the lake are 
unknown. 

• Additional comments: 
o Input Group members indicate that harvest is still an important component of the 

fishery, and suggest that DNR should continue to assess long-term impacts of 
management and regulation changes, as well as public preferences, to ensure an 
appropriate balance between harvest and trophy fishing. 

Next steps: 
• Input Group members are asked to continue reviewing the draft management plan, and talking 

about it with others in your communities and organizations. Feedback/edits from Input Group 
members will be accepted through Nov. 30th. Feel free to suggest specific language changes in 
addition to any comments about content. 

• Fisheries staff will incorporate Input Group feedback into a final draft plan, which will be 
presented for broader public input in January or February of 2017. The plan may be further 
updated based on public comment received. 

• The Lake Vermilion Management Plan will be finalized and implemented in spring of 2017. 
• Annual meetings of the Lake Vermilion Fisheries Input Group will begin in March or April of 

2017, and continue for the duration of the new management plan (6 years). 
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