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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

ear Lake Neighbors and Friends,

As I write this in the New Year, I hope you

are enjoying the mild weather this winter.
Hopefully we will have more snow to enjoy the beau-

ty that winter provides us here in the
Northland.

We experienced another successful
year of protecting Lake Vermilion.
We are happy to report that no new
infestations of aquatic invasive species
were discovered. This achievement is
due in large part to our partners from
North St. Louis Soil and Water, the cooperation of
the resorts on the lake, fishing guides, and our board
members and volunteers. Over 12,000 boats were in-

Dwight Warkentin
VLA President

spected and we are seeing the results of this program.

Our fishery is in good shape per the annual survey
by the DNR as well as numerous fishing reports.

We completed the second year of our water quality
assessments and, while there are a few issues of con-
cern, for the most part, our water quality is excellent.
We have presented over 30 awards for lakeshore
stewardship. We are blessed with a beautiful lake and
hope to continue to see it stay that way.

We are pleased to announce the addition of two new
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board members. Kelly Ludlow is joining as our new
secretary and Lisa Tamte as membership leader. Wel-
come to both Kelly and Lisa! Jill Korpela-Bontems
has resigned from the board, but will continue as the
East End Loon count coordinator. We thank Jill for
her service on the board.

We continue to work on new improvements to the
lake. Our hope is to develop a new shore lunch site
on Smart Bay as well as a fishing pier on the west
end. The approvals for these capital improvements
are taking a long time, but hopefully we will see
progress this summer.

Please watch our website for a new loon web cam site
this spring.

Our annual meeting will again be held at Camp
Vermilion on Saturday, July 27, so mark your cal-
endars. As usual, we will have an excellent speaker,
good food, and an opportunity to socialize with your
neighbors on the lake.

Stay safe this winter and enjoy the newsletter.
Regards,

Dwight Warkentin, President, VLA

Wear your new caps proudly to show your support
for your lake association. The price is right!

Cap prices are $20, plus $7

' shipping per order.

'« When you order 3 or more
hats the shipping will be
$9.00.

Free local pickup is available.

For more information con-
tact Jerry Lepper, 218-753-
2629 (H) or 218-404-2320 or

email at jnclep4@frontiernet.net

Order online at

of Natural Resources Eagle Cam. https://www.vermilionlakeassociation.org/merchandise/caps/
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VLA Volunteers Assist with
eDNA Project - Status Update

No new AIS detected sl R

esearchers at the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive

Ripecies Research Center (MAISRC) have cre-

ted an environmental filter capable of screen-
ing for invasive species. Environmental DNA, eDNA’
is the DNA that is shed by an organism into a habitat.
Examining water samples for eDNA is under study as
a possible tool for the early detection and monitor-
ing of AIS. The presence of eDNA in a sample may
indicate an active, established population. However,
eDNA can be released through other mechanisms
such as bird droppings, shedding DNA from dead
AIS on a contaminated boat or dock. It can also sim-
ply reflect the remnants of a failed invasion.

The research team from MAISRC obtained water
samples from Vermilion with known AIS such as
rusty crayfish and spiny water fleas to evaluate how
well eDNA worked with hopes of optimizing future

sampling efforts. The second phase was utilizing Wayne Suoja collected the water sample (above), and
volunteers or “citizen scientists” to collect and fil- leff Forester (below) posts the samples in the mail.
ter water samples with a testing kit which was then T3 A

—

submitted by mail to evaluate if their collections had
comparable detection probabilities to those of the
researchers.

ST OFEICE.

-
Al

el

Between June 30 and July 9 seven VLA volunteers

collected and submitted 10 water samples from sites 8%
scattered throughout Vermilion. We are happy to --.
report no eDNA for zebra mussels were detected -_-II
from our samples, however, the paper is still in peer :;i
review. Stay tuned for future updates. Thank you Bob =22
McNamara, Craig Beveroth, Bernadette Ballard, Jeff ~ F=s
Forester, Robert Eliason and Wayne Suoja for your -—_-
assistance with this project. L-—f_
Sub SCri b etoe Vermllz on website, under “News”, then “eVermilion”

https://www.vermilionlakeassociation.org/latest-news/

Are you getting email notifications of our

. . Your inbox will not be inundated with emails from
newsletter postings, as well as breaking news ) L
: : us! While some months have more notifications than
regarding our loon cam and other excit-
. octs? If 1 bscribe vi others, they average about 1-2 a month or less. And
ing projects? If not, please subscribe via our

don’t worry, we will never sell your email address.
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Adopt a Dock: New AIS Screening Project

o screen for zebra mussels over the last two

years Gary Haugen has hung four modified

PVC pipes off docks along East Two River.
This stretch from Tower’s harbor emptying into Pike
Bay is an area of concern due to its intermittent high
levels of calcium. This provides an area where zebra
mussels could thrive if they are introduced into the
lake. The PVC pipes, “sample surfaces,” are placed
along or under the dock where they are shaded and
the water is relatively still. The pipes can be inspect-
ed during the summer. However, it is at the end of
the boating season that the pipes are removed and ; 3 —
receive a full inspection.

Photo above and bottom left courtesy of North

Though the VLA has been rigorously monitoring Dakota Game and Fish, used with permission
for zebra mussels on the east end of Vermilion with '
sample surfaces and conducting veliger tows, the
west end or upper basin of Vermilion should not be
ignored for screens. The Adopt a Dock initiative is

a new program inviting home owners along the west
end of Vermilion to volunteer their dock as a site to
hang the modified PVC pipes. Gary will visit the site
and with the dock owner’s permission hang the pipe
to be as unobtrusive as possible. At the end of the
season he will contact the dock owner to arrange a
time to retrieve the tube and inspect for any signs of
zebra settlement. The participants are not required
to maintain or store the tube at the end of the season.

If you are interested in more information or would
like to participate in the program please contact

Gary Haugen by email at ghmedrep@gmail.com.

Photo above by Gary Haugen, VLA AIS Prevention
Team Co-Leader.
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AIS Sentry Training and Refresher Program

s

Two half-day classes to be
held in early June

The VLA will be offering two half-day
classes in early June for volunteers
who wish to become involved in our
AIS Sentry program. These classes have
been developed in conjunction with North

St. Louis County’s Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District (NSLSWCD).

Participants will receive a basic orientation
using a rake to obtain aquatic weed samples.
There will also be information and hands-
on training identifying native versus inva-
sive species and the steps required to report
findings. Participants will receive a rake
and resource packet which includes the AIS
Identification Guide from the University of
Minnesota. If interested in more informa-
tion or you wish to attend to join as a new
sentry please contact Nancy Watkins by

email at 2bitfarm@gmail.com

Phot cnt

he Vermilion Lake Association will
once again host a photo contest

for its 2024 Annual Meeting. Take

vl
VERMILION photos of people, pets, or wildlife en-
LAKE ASSOCIATION joying the lake not only in summer, but

winter, spring, and fall. Photos will be
voted on at the Annual Meeting. Look
Vermilion L ake Associ ation for more details in the spring edition of
: The Vermilion as well as our website and
1.2K likes + 2.1K followers
Facebook.
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AlS Prevention at Lake Vermilion:
Remembering the Early Days

in our 2018 Spring Newsletter. It was written

by the late Bob Wilson, then a board member
of The Sportsmen’s Club of Lake Vermilion (SCLV)
(now the Vermilion Lake Association).

The following article was originally published

“I joined the board of the Sportsmen’s Club of Lake
Vermilion in 2003. I was recruited by President

Ray Harris and Paula Bloczynski. Barb Shook, club
treasurer, had recently passed away, and they were
looking for a replace-
ment. I was a church
treasurer at the time,
so a little extra effort, I
thought, was manage-
able. I was reasonably
good with a computer,
so I was able to rather
quickly convert a part
of Barb’s ledger into data my Quicken program could
read. The club treasurer job to this day remains very
important and busier than ever.

But I could also see some dark clouds on the horizon
that were not related to dollars and cents. Duane
Williams and Jack Sparks had discovered rusty cray-
fish in Armstrong Bay in the mid-1980s. Interesting,
but the significance of rusty crayfish multiplying at

a rather rapid rate was not clear at the time. They
especially liked weedy bays. Back in those days, they
were called “exotics” or “exotic species” and didn’t get
much attention.

The attention had grown a bit by 1992, when three
SCLV representatives attended a scientific confer-
ence in Brainerd entitled “Exotics in Minnesota: The
Inland Invasion.” The message was now clear.

After the conference, we published an article in our
May 1992 newsletter called “Exotic Plants and Ani-
mals — Do they Threaten Lake Vermilion?” Member
education was our first step. See excerpts from that
early newsletter article on page 8.

In addition to education, our organization got our
members involved. Willis Irons worked with proper-
ty owners to hang zebra mussel samplers made from
PVC pipe off the end of their docks. Fortunately, no
zebras were detected.

By the early 2000s, the term “exotics” was replaced
by “invasives” and soon “aquatic invasive species.”

I began organizing volunteer boat inspections on
holiday weekends at our busiest public accesses —
Hoodoo Point and Moccasin Point in particular. We
were plowing new ground and were pleased with the
cooperation we received from boaters.

Soon, we were inspecting boats at a dozen accesses
across Vermilion with over 50 volunteers. Within a
few years, we had inspected our 1,000th boat. Pretty
good for a great bunch of volunteers! Most of them
were very willing to help with boat checks on busy
weekends. We had a few training sessions run by
the DNR, with a good box lunch prepared by Nancy
Yapel. Our attendance, not surprisingly, was quite
good.

By 2010, we had added other education efforts. Judy
Moline designed an AIS placemat for restaurants af-
ter Frank Siskar found an example at a different lake,
I believe, in North Dakota. Other efforts were having
AIS signs on billboards. That was a challenge in that
the location of the billboard was seldom optimal.
With the DNRS’ help, we had fish rulers made. AIS
ID cards were distributed. The Ron Gardenhire PSA
was especially popular during Twins Games. About
once a year, my counterpart in Ely and I would be in-
terviewed on the air at an Ely radio station. Perhaps
we were able to reach people who knew little about
AIS.

In 2015, we witnessed the fishery problems at Lake
Mille Lacs. As an SCLV board, we vowed to do
everything possible to prevent the same type of
devastation at Vermilion. About that time, St. Louis

Continued on next page
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Remembering Bob Wilson

ith Bob’s
passing, Lake
Vermilion has

lost a genuine “STEW-
ARD” of the lake. After
his retirement, Bob
volunteered on the board

of the
Vermilion
Lake As-
sociation.
Before
that, he
spent his
childhood

Terry Grosshauser
VLA Board Member

visiting

the family cabin on Lake
Vermilion. Even when
he worked at AT&T at
different locations in the
United States, he had
his vacations on Lake
Vermilion. His parents
started the tradition of
vacationing at the lake
and he continued that
tradition with his wife
and two sons. He built
his dream home on the

AIS Prevention...

County made AIS prevention
funding available to organiza-
tions like ours. Our AIS preven-

lake in 1991 after retir-
ing.

Before I joined the Ver-
milion Lake Association
Board, I can remember
participating as a boat
checker on each holiday
weekend, educating boat
owners on how to clean
their boats before enter-
ing the lake and prevent-
ing invasive species. Bob
had organized volunteers
across the entire lake to
participate in the check-
ing of boats at all public
launch sites on the lake.
There must have been

50 or more people that
volunteered to help with
the education of the
boat owners. This was
all accomplished prior
to the Lake Association
receiving grants to fund
this effort in the future.
He trained the volunteers
on what to look for and
maintained this effort

for several years. Bob
wrote an article for every
newsletter explaining the
necessity of protecting
the lake from invasive
species. He not only was
a pioneer of the Lake
Association’s invasive
species efforts, he was a
driving force in the or-
ganization to protect the
lake. He did all of this as
well as being the trea-
surer of Vermilion Lake
Association, working on
shore lunch sites, and
volunteering for other
projects.

Successful organiza-
tions like the Vermilion
Lake Association have
people that have a vision
and drive to protect
and improve a lake that
they love and respect.
Certainly Bob Wilson
deserves to be called a
“STEWARD” of Lake
Vermilion. The Vermil-

In Memoriam

On December 7, 2023 long
serving VLA board member
Robert (Bob) Wilson died
at his home at age 89 on
Lake Vermilion. Bob retired
from the board in 2018 after
serving 13 years as a board
member.

ion Lake Association
would like to offer our
condolences to Joan, his
of wife of 67 years and
his son and family.

Dock Signs Show Member Support for

our Mission.... to protect and improve

tion program took another leap
forward”

In 2016, board member Jeff
Lovgren took over the AIS lead-
ership. Along with then President
Terry Grosshauser, they led the
board to the final direction and
vision to the present AIS pro-
gram, which Board Members
Nancy Watkins and Gary Haugen
now lead.

.

MEMBER OF

N

VERMILION

LAKE ASSOCIATION

EST-1968

to protect and improve

J

htt

The 12x18 inch sign is designed to
attach in either corner of dock front
with self-tapping sheet metal screws
or stainless hose clamps. Some
members are choosing to mount
them on their boat houses as well, or
even at the entrance of a driveway.

These striking aluminum signs with
UV protection can be ordered at

s://www.vermilionlakeassociation.org/merchandise/membership-signs/
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Thanks to our VLA Business Members

THE TIRE SHOP W.A. FISHER TIMBUKTU MARINA

MONTANA CAFE LLC PANICHI GUIDE SERVICE TOWER-SOUDAN AGENCY

RANGE RELIABLE AGENCY VERMILION RV PARK VERMILION LAND OFFICE

LAKE VERMILION HOUSEBOATS INC  PIKE BAY LODGE WASCHKE FAMILY CHEV
PEHRSON LODGE RESORT MUSKEGO POINT RESORT WHISPERING WINDS RESORT
DAVE & BARB HEGG HEATHER RAUCHFUSS ZUPS FOOD MARKET

JANISCH REALTY ARONSON BOAT WORKS LAKE VERMILION GUIDES LEAGUE
RETREAT LODGE BIC REALTY VERMILION DOCK & LIFT SERVICES
GRANDVIEW LODGE CAMP VERMILION LAFAVOR HEATING LLC

WHITE EAGLE RESORT COOK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SHAMROCK LANDING

LUDLOWS ISLAND RESORT FOREST LANE RESORT LLC MELBOSTAD REALTOR

MANICK DOCKS LAKE VERMILION RESORT ASSN EAGLE DOCKS

NORTHERN WATERS COMPANY THE LANDING

‘“Exotic” Advice from 1992 Still Valid

Excerpts from May 1992 newsletter article “Exotic
Plants and Animals - Do They Threaten Lake Ver-
milion?” by Dale Lundblad

scientific conference titled “EXOTICS IN
AMINNESOTA: The Inland Invasion” was

recently attended by Dale Lundblad and
Jack Sparks, board members of the Sportsmen’s

Club of Lake Vermilion, and Mark Ludlow, owner
of Ludlow’s Island Lodge.

The theme of the [conference] was “Why Exotics
are a threat to Minnesota’s waters and what actions
can be taken to minimize their impact.” An “Ex-
otic” is an organism that is not native to a certain
area but is foreign or imported.

The Exotics that present a potential threat to the
Lake Vermilion Ecosystem are: Eurasian water-
milfoil, zebra mussel, ruffe, spiny waterflea, rusty
crayfish, and now starry stonewort (it wasn't here
then, but is now).

The experts [at the conference] are unable to pre-
dict if any of these Exotics will become established
or cause damage to Lake Vermilion. If we, as mem-
bers of the Sportsmen’s Club, can be successful in

keeping Lake Vermilion healthy and unpolluted,
we will maintain an effective deterrent to them.

Our first line of defense, however, must be edu-
cation of the boating and fishing public. If we can
observe and promote the following precautions,
perhaps we can keep these invaders from entering
Lake Vermilion in the first place.

» Clean your boat. Clean all mud and plant mat-
ter from your boat, trailer, propeller, live well and
anchors before leaving the landing. Even canoes
should be checked inside and out.

» Dry or wash your boat and fishing equipment.
Drain live wells, bait buckets, and bilge areas. Let
your boat and trailer dry in the sun for at least
three days before you use it again in another lake
or river. Or wash your boat and equipment with
very hot water (at least 105 degrees F). Make sure
tackle and fishing lines are free of [spiny waterflea]
eggs. Do not transport bait from one waterway to
another. Purchase it in the area where you intend
to fish.

It takes only one mistake to spread a pest and ruin
a waterway. Don’t be the one!

8 The Vermilion, Winter 2024




North St. Louis SWCD
Tree and Native Plant Sale

It’s back! The North St. Louis SWCD Tree and Native Plant Sale
returns on January 11th, 2024! From January through early May,
annually, we sell trees, shrubs, plant kits and seed packs to local
landowners. These plants are sourced from greenhouses and nurseries
including Schumacher’s Nursery, Minnesota Native Landscapes, and
the DNR State Forest Nursery. Orders may be picked up at the
Eveleth DNR office (7979 MN Hwy 37 Eveleth, MN 55734) on
Thursday, May 9th from 9am-3pm, or Friday, May 10th from 9am-
Tristan Nelson 6pm. You can order online on our website at www.nslswcd.org, by
District Forester phone (218-288-6146), or by mail.

North St. Louis SWCD
218-288-6146 The 2023 sale was fantastic with over 14,000 trees and shrubs sold,

tristan@nslswed.org | and 89 native plant kits and seed packs sold. The top sellers in 2023
were red pine and white pine. The proceeds from the sale support the
conservation efforts from our office in forest management, aquatic invasive species control,
community education/outreach, watershed protection, and much more.

Charles Bainter- Tre.e.s and shrubs consist of a variety Qf deciduous, coniferous, and
NSLSWCD Board fruiting shrub bareroot seedlings sold in bundles of 20-25 trees
depending on the species. Native plant kits are available for
pollinator gardens, shoreline vegetation, woodland understory,
raingardens, and buckthorn replacement. Plant kits contain 6 each of
6 different plant species. Native seed mixes include mixes for
shorelines and septic mounds. If you would like to order trees,
shrubs, native plants, or seed mixes from us, be sure to check out our
website at www.nslswcd.org. Quantities are limited so we
recommend that you order soon!

Supervisor holding a
bundle of pine seedlings.

| 4

We are very thankful for each of our customers, the Eveleth DNR
staff and cooler, and for the trees, shrubs, and plants that will help
keep Minnesota forests healthy and beautiful for generations to come!

If you have any questions on what kind of trees, shrubs, plants, or seed may be best suited for
your property, visit our website to read individual descriptions or contact District Forester
Tristan Nelson at 218-288-6146. Thank you for supporting local conservation by planting trees
and native plants!

www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org




Are Invasive Rusty Crayfish
Populations Experiencing a Die Off?

n late February 2023, an article appeared in News-

Iweek magazine entitled “Invasive Rusty Crayfish
Appear to Be Dying Off and It’s Not Clear Why””
This piece discussed the die off of

invasive rusty crayfish populations in
certain lakes in Wisconsin and Min-
nesota. It piqued the interest of the
fisheries team members of the VLA
Board, and we decided to do more
investigation and craft an article for
the quarterly newsletter on this topic.

h|

John Yocum
VLA Board Member

Some of us noticed a dramat-
ic reduction in the number
of rusties on the end of our

season last year; others noticed ¥ 24
that weeds have returned to # }féﬁf
certain areas of the lake pre- =
viously cleaned out by rusties. ;
We wanted to know more
about whether Lake Vermilion was one of the lakes
experiencing a major die off described in the article.

Rusty crayfish are an invasive species that are native
to the Ohio River Basin (Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky,
Tennessee). They were introduced into Lake Ver-
milion, presumably by anglers using them as bait,
probably in 1986 when the DNR first captured and
identified them in fisheries survey gear; however, it’s
possible that they may have been introduced into the
lake before that year. Their numbers exploded in the
late 1980s starting in Big Bay, and eventually they
spread throughout the lake. They outcompete the
little green and brown native crayfish for food and
shelter, and eat large amounts of water plants and an-
imals like snails. They cause dramatic shifts to a lake’s
natural ecosystem. Fish may lose shelter and nesting
materials, and sediment erosion may increase.

A new research study published earlier in the same
month (February 2023) in the journal Ecological
Applications suggested that invasive rusty crayfish
populations in several northern Wisconsin lakes had
decreased naturally without human input over a 33-

year period.
Possible factors for the decline include:

» Increased predation by smallmouth bass and other
predators. The most deadly and eflicient predator of
rusty crayfish is the smallmouth bass. Smallmouth
are not afraid to challenge and consume larger
rusties. Largemouth bass, walleye and perch will eat
them too. Largemouth are found primarily in shal-
low, weedy bays where rusties are not as abundant.
Walleye and perch will eat the smaller ones.

BRS > A victim of their own success. Rusty

' 8 crayfish decimate aquatic plants by for-

| aging and burrowing, sometimes wiping
out all plant life in an ecosystem. After the
population has destroyed their own habi-
tats by cleaning out too many weedy areas,
4 they lack enough vegetation to eat.

> A disease or parasites have infected the species.
We came across no data to suggest that Lake Vermil-
ion’s population of rusty crayfish is infected with dis-
eases or parasites. In some lakes across the country,
rusty crayfish populations are infected by a crayfish
plague pathogen of fungal origin, Aphanomyces asta-
ci, which originated in Europe and Asia.

» Commercial and private harvesters are possibly
taking a toll on the species in some of the impacted
Minnesota and Wisconsin lakes.

» Other factors may be at work impacting the popu-
lation that are yet to be understood. It is possible that
climate change is one of these factors; but since the
species is native to warmer water areas of the Ohio
River Valley, it seems counterintuitive that increased
water temperatures would be decreasing their popu-
lation in Wisconsin and Minnesota.

The fisheries team submitted these findings to the
DNR’s Large Lake specialist for Lake Vermilion, Matt
Hennen, to seek his comments and opinion on what

Continued on page 12
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Kraftskiva!

In August, VLA member and volunteer Susan

Larson Wille held her second annual “Kréaftski-

va” celebration. Lake Vermilion neighbors and
friends attended this crayfish party to celebrate the
ending of summer in the traditional Swedish tradi-
tion.

Cooked in water, salt, and dill, the crayfish turns
from black to red when cooked. Eaten cold and piled
high on large platters, they make for a visual feast.

The tradition of kriftskiva has been part of Swed-

ish culture for some 100 years, and it’s not all about
bright red crayfish. It brings people together, with
guests sharing a dish and wearing novelty paper hats,
and tables adorned with crayfish-themed décor. A
typical drink includes ‘snaps’ —flavoured shots of
aquavit. The ceremonial downing of these is ac-
companied by song. ‘Helan Gar’, sung completely in
Swedish, is the most famous kriftskiva tune. Sue’s co-
host, Todd Richter of proud Swedish heritage, wrote
additional Lake Vermilion-themed kréftskiva songs,
sung to more familiar tunes such as Mary had a little
lamb and London bridge.

Background information from visitsweden.com.

www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org



Crayfish...from page 10

might be happening in Lake Vermilion. He does
NOT believe that a long-term die off is occurring in
Lake Vermilion, and that this may just be a down-
turn in what is a normal fluctuation of the popula-
tion. Mr. Hennen’s reply included graphs showing
rusty crayfish gill net catches by year for (1) the
entire lake (2) the east basin and (3) the west basin.
The rusty populations in the entire lake and east ba-
sins had decreased last year to near the all-time low
year of 2015; however, populations in the west basin
actually rose.

Mr. Hennen shared the following additional com-
ments and clarifications with us:

We still see native crayfish in Lake Vermilion that do
not hybridize with rusty crayfish. They are northern
clearwater crayfish (Faxonius propinquus) and the
northern or virile crayfish (Faxonius virilis).

It is highly unlikely that the limited amount of
commercial trapping or the individuals trapping
are reducing the population. There does not appear
to be enough harvest on Lake Vermilion to have a
lakewide population impact. There were only three

permitted commercial crayfish trappers who worked
the lake in 2023.

We really don’t know what effects climate change
may have on populations and how their complex
interactions with other populations may be altered.

The changes in the populations of rusty crayfish

in West Vermilion are unlikely to be from a large
migration of crayfish from east to west. It is not
impossible, but not likely. Rusty crayfish have been
observed throughout the entire lake from east to
west, including all the way to Head of Lakes Bay.
They started showing up in gill nets in Wakemup Bay
and Norwegian Bay about 15 years ago. Something
may have changed that has allowed them to thrive in
the west basin more recently.

The members of the VLA fisheries team intend to
keep a close eye on this situation, and will report
back any new developments or long-term trends to
the membership in the quarterly newsletter, the VLA
website or our Facebook page.

Board of Directors and Officers 2024

Cook

Sheri Sawatzky, Secretary/Membership, 2750 Wakemup Village
Rd W, Cook, MN 55723,218-666-5512, 218-780-8178,

sherisawatzky@gmail.com

Eric Hanson, 2746 Vermilion Dr, Cook, MN 55723, 218-666-5478,
218-780-1563, eric@pehrsonlodge.com

Dwight Warkentin, President, PO Box 97, Cook, MN 55723, 651-
269-0674, dhwarkentin@hotmail.com

Terry Grosshauser, 7307 Oak Narrows Rd, Cook, MN 55723,
218-666-0580, 608-207-1509, terrygrosshauser@gmail.com

Mark Schmidt, Treasurer, 8780 Raps Rd, Cook, MN 55723,
612-810-4570, bigwalleye55@gmail.com

Pat Michaelson, Vice-President, 2384 Deerwood Lane, Cook, MN
55723, 612-306-7702, plmichaelson@gmail.com

Kelly Ludlow, 8166 Ludlow Rd., Cook, MN 55723, 218-235-7775,
knberg99@yahoo.com

Lisa Tamte, 2476 Center Island Rd., Cook, MN 55723, 612-475-
3064, ltamte@gmail.com

Tower

Andrine Lemieux, 1523 Echo Narrows Ln, Tower, MN 55790,
218-979-7893, lemieux.andrine@gmail.com

Gary Haugen, 1903 Westhaven Dr, Tower, MN 55790,
612-720-2853, 218-753-3021, ghmedrep@gmail.com

Lori Ptak, 3505 Downers Dr., St. Anthony, MN 55418,
612-247-3751, lori@ptak.org

Jerry Lepper, 3087 Old Hwy 77, Tower, MN 55790,
218-753-2629, 218-404,2320, jnclepd@frontiernet.net

Sara Bright, 95043 Smarts Bay, Tower, MN 55790, 612-383-8318,
VLALakeSteward@gmail.com

Nancy Watkins, 5981 412th St, Rice, MN 56367, 320-291-2363,
2bitfarm@gmail.com

John Yocum, 4102 Hoel Rd, Tower, MN 55790, 407-873-3883,
snootman@aol.com

Craig Beveroth, 9416 Hearthside Dr, Tower, MN 55790,
952-428-9155, cheveroth@comcast.net
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Keeping our Watershed Healthy

s of this writing at the end of December,
A parts of Vermilion are still liquid — unbeliev-

able! According to DNR and MPCA records
going back to 1983, the earliest ice-in date was
November 6, 1991 and the latest was December 13,
1998 - I think we may have set a new record.

Assuming the water turns solid and
then back to liquid in the spring, we'll
once again be doing a water quality
study like we did Summer, 2022. It
won't be quite as extensive as 2022, but
we'll be looking at 15 locations in-
cluding the major sources of Vermilion
water. Recent results have shown that
the forever chemicals known as PFAS
really aren’t an issue since Vermilion levels were
below detectable limits set by the EPA so we'll forego
this expensive analysis. A call for volunteer samplers
will most likely go out in the spring.

Craig Beveroth
VLA Board Member

What do water quality volunteers do when the water
turns solid? We attend a number of webinars spon-
sored by such organizations as the Rainy Headwa-
ters-Vermilion Watershed, MPCA, Soil and Water
Conservation District, and others. We also attend
conferences such as ones sponsored by the DNR in
January, the Rainy-Lake of the Woods Watershed Fo-
rum and the Canada/US AEHC (Aquatic Ecosystem

Photo by Nancy L. Granovsky, VLA Member

Health Committee) in March.

Did you know? The Vermilion River watershed
encompasses over 662,000 acres (more than 1035
square miles) and 565 lakes such as Vermilion, Trout,
Armstrong, and Eagles Nest 1,2,3 & 4 draining into
Crane Lake via the Vermilion River which flows out
at the dam in Wolf Bay. This water eventually flows
into the Hudson Bay. The water Vermilion is sending
downstream is some of the best water in Minnesota
so let your friends toward the North know what a gift
they’re receiving.

Vermilion’s water is great. Let’s all do our best to keep
it that way.

Membership Renewal Reminder

ave you renewed your Vermilion Lake Association membership for 2024 yet? For only $20, mem-
Hbership gets you a beautiful, informative newsletter 4 times a year. You keep up on what fellow

members and your Lake Association are doing to protect and improve Lake Vermilion for all to en-
joy for generations to come! Your membership also goes to programs such as our Aquatic Invasive Species
Prevention and Water Quality to keep our waters clean and pristine for fishing, drinking, and recreational

activities.

You can check your current enrollment status off the newsletter mailing label. We want to make it easy
for you to know if your membership dues are up to date. The first line indicates your status. For example,
“Member 2024” indicates our records show you're paid through calendar year 2024.

You can join or renew your membership online at www.vermilionlakeassociation.org or fill out the form on
the back of the newsletter and mail in with your check.

Questions? Contact Sheri Sawatzky, Chair Membership Records at sherisawatzky@gmail.com or call 218-

780-8178.
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Value Family Time Spent on Minnesota Lakes

Excerpt/adapted from an article by Claudia Myers,
originally published in the Duluth News Tribune, June
8, 2023. Used with Permission

hether you own your own cabin, rent
someone else’s cabin, stay at a northern
Minnesota resort or just be fortunate

enough to be invited for a long weekend at Lake
Vermilion, there is a certain mindset that takes over
the minute you get to the end of the dirt road and see
the shining lake.

You let out the breath you
didn’t know youd been
holding and you relax. And
your mind reverts to topics
that wouldn’t usually get a
second thought. Whose turn
is it to choose the game that
night, can we have a fire and
stories tonight, how about
s'mores with the fire or will
we see the northern lights.

Claudia Myers

What is it about time spent

next to a body of water, that
makes you drift over into an alternative existence?
It no longer matters that your house in town needs
painting or creeping Charlie has taken over your
vegetable garden. It only matters how many fish the
guy in the next cabin over caught that morning and
whether they were smallmouth, walleye or crappies
and what were they biting on.

The topic of discussion around the campfire is all
about who swam over to the island and back that day
and how long did it take them. And how about it,
should we pile in the car at night to count deer and
maybe see a bear?

For quite a few years, back in the 1970s and ‘80s, the
minute our kids got out of school for the summer,
we would be busily packing and loading the station
wagon with important stuft to see us through one or
two months at the lake.

My husband’s parents had purchased a family cab-
in. The place had great history and was constructed

2

Pike Bay Shenanigans. Photo by Crystal Dexter, VLA
Member

in the 1930s by bringing all the building supplies
over the ice in the winter, the roads being either dirt
one-laners or nonexistent. To me, it had a “primitive
grandeur” sort of like the places in my old Nancy
Drew mysteries.

“Going to the lake” was like stepping back in time —
days when you took a vacation just to relax. Sure, you
could get yourself up when dawn cracked and head
to the north end of the lake to catch some breakfast
sunnies or you could just as easily catch them off the
end of the dock and get to sleep in a while longer.

You went to town if you needed groceries or to do
laundry, but the first thing you did when you got
back was run down the hill and wade into the lake,
right? You could also opt to spend the day baking
yourself in the sun on the floating dock or reading
the mystery series or comic book you found in the
old bookcase by the fireplace.

Whatever you could do to make time slow down
and gain your equilibrium back. Catch some night
crawlers after dark with a flashlight so you had bait
for fishing off of the dock.

But first things first, if you happen to own the cabin
or participate in its upkeep there are things that have
to be done. Number one is called “opening up the
lake place” — starting with much enthusiasm as you
drive up to the still-hibernating place and ending by

Continued on next page

14 The Vermilion, Winter 2024




Snow/No Snow? Tower Trails have you covered

iven the way the winter has been and
GEI Nifo, the amount of snow we will

have for recreation could be iffy. But
the fairly new Pine Ridges Trail, located in

Tower, has something for everyone regardless
of snow cover.

According to volunteer Mary Shedd, area-wide
maps are now posted on 3 or 4 big kiosks
around town, plus one for Breitung Township.
Marshall Helmberger described the trail in the
July 6, 2022 Timberjay:

| Pine Ridges Trail | A

[ty ey

5 Oty of Tower

“The roughly one-mile-long trail takes hikers
along two pine-covered ridges on the city’s
north side, both of which provide spectac-
ular overlooks of Lake Vermilion as well as
interesting rock formations tucked amid open pine
stands. The lower ridge looks out over Pike Bay,
while the upper ridge provides views to the north-
east, over other parts of the lake. The higher ridge
also peeks out over the Tower Airport and can be an
interesting vantage point to watch planes come and
go during busy periods there.”

Volunteer Aaron Kania said that the Howard Wag-
oner Trails Club will be grooming the “Outer Loop”
of the Pine Ridges this winter. This loop is one mile
around. It will be groomed for snowshoeing and dog
walking. It is part of the Grant in Aid Trail system
with the state of Minnesota.

The Howard Wagoner Trails Club and City of Tower
have upgraded the lights on the “Northern Lights”

Family Time....from page 14

wishing you were finished sweeping flies and making
beds and could go take a first dip in the lake.

It was my father-in-law, who served up the most
memorable cabin meals. He loved to play pranks on
his cabin visitors and on Sunday mornings, “Doc
Myers” always made pancakes for everyone. If you
were a visitor, a new in-law or guest boyfriend, you
would be presented with a luscious stack of pan-
cakes, dripping with butter and real maple syrup. You

EESBS O
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loop of the Howard Wagoner Trails south of Tower.
This trail is 1 kilometer for skiers. The lights are on
from 4 pm until 11 pm. It is good to have a head-
lamp to supplement the lights until people become
familiar with the trails. We ask that dog walkers and
snowshoers use the Pine Ridges trail so that we can
keep grooming to a minimum. Use by snowshoes
and dogs can damage the tracks set for skiing.

The trail clearing and construction were complet-

ed with all volunteer labor. Funding for kiosk and
signage came from the North St. Louis County Trails
Task Force, which is funded by the Department of
Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation. The trail is
a joint effort of the city of Tower, the Wagoner Trails
Club and Friends of Vermilion Country School.

would dig into them, only to find that you couldn’t
cut them.

How embarrassing! So youd try again, and keep
trying until you figured out that someone had snuck
a flat piece of gauze into your stack, making them
almost iron-clad. There he stood, the culprit, in the
kitchen door, twinkle in his blue eyes, grinning at
you and you knew youd been initiated.

www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org




Loon Fact of the Month: Dispelling a Persistent Myth

"Do loons mate for life?”

his is one of the questions that we are asked
most frequently. The idea that loons mate for

life is a prevalent one, and for many people,
there is something appealing about the notion that
these birds might form strong, permanent bonds to
one another. Unfortunately, it is not true—data gath-
ered from tracking banded loons over time indicates
that loons do not mate for life. If a loon's mate dies,
it will accept a new mate. If one member of a pair
is displaced from the breeding territory by a rival,
the other pair member will remain on the territory
and accept that rival as its new mate. This is because
loons are more loyal to their breeding territories than
they are to their mates. A good breeding territory is
hard to find, and remaining on a familiar territory
(and therefore having knowledge of where the good
nest sites and other resources are) has reproductive
advantages for loons.

So, why is the myth of life-long pair bonds in loons
so widespread? Prior to loon banding, which really
picked up steam in the 1990's, there was no reliable
way to tell individual loons apart. People observed
similar looking loons returning to the same lakes,
around the same time, and using the same or similar
nest sites from year to year. Often, observers inferred,
based on the similar behaviors that they observed in
the loon pair on a given lake from year to year, that
the birds returning must be the same individuals.

Over time, this incorrect inference was published in a
variety of media, including books, nature documen-
taries, and even in the scientific literature. Thankfully,
as more data has been gathered and published from
banded loon populations, more scientific articles
have been published to set the record straight.

For those who are disappointed to hear that their
loons may not be together forever, there is some good
news. Although loons do not mate for life and are
more bonded to their breeding territories than they
are to one another, they do tend to mate long-term.
This results from their high level of territory fideli-
ty—because both members of a pair tend to return
to the same lake year after year, the same individuals
often pair up for multiple years. On average, a given
loon will stay with the same mate for 5 years, though
some pairs remain together for much longer.

Used by Permission from the Loon Preservation
Committee. Photo by VLA Member Chris Woody

Ice is no place for your garbage and waste
e T —

he Keep It Clean
campaign addresses
the growing prob-

lem of garbage and waste
left on the ice by anglers,
campers and recreationists
through education, legis-
lation and enforcement.
The Keep It Clean bill was
signed into law in May
2023, making it illegal to
place garbage and waste on or under the ice on Min-
nesotas lakes and rivers. This new law carries a $100
fine for offenders. The law, which took effect July 1,
requires all trash to be placed in a container that’s

secured to an ice house or vehicle. That includes
beverage containers, cigarette butts, fish remains, and
human and animal waste.

To help stop litter and human waste from spoiling
our lakes, rivers and shorelines:

» Make a plan for trash and waste removal before
you hit the ice.

» Whether you access the ice from a public or
private entrance, plan to take off of the ice what you
take on to it.

» Use colored garbage bags. In snowy conditions,

Continued on next page
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The Vermilion Lake Association regularly receives donations in memory of
loved ones or friends. These gifts were received between July and December,
2023. We are grateful for these gifts and also wish to honor those who have

In Memory...

passed away.

Adm. William Fogarty Elio Pietrini LeRoy Holmes Richard T Olson MD

Agnus & Herman Mesojedec Eric Oakman Linda Carter Biddle Rick Steblay

Alan D "Al" Kittelson Fred Brooks Luella "Lu" Stone Robert & Violet Jurek

Alpha Smaby Fred Urbankek E/Iadrilyn Skare-Westhaven Robert C Wilson

odge

Ann Conaic Gary Gately : Robert E Smith
Mark Schelske

Ann Gume George & Toots Boase Rod McPeak
Marsha Bonicatto

Ann Vollmar Gerry & Marion Rodenberger Roger Pure
Marty Walsh

Annie Duren Grandparents: Vern & Elinor . Roger Weaver

Lundberg Mel Hintz .
Arny Engman Roy & Vi Westman

Betty Davis & Richard Weber

Harolynn Mageau

Michael Huseby

Ryan Rydberg

Helen Glumac Michael W Hatlestad

Bev Kmett Sonya Plantz
Henry & Gorden Bockus Mike & Lucy Begich

Bill Fegarty Stephanie Naegele

_ Isaac & Johanna Makynen Mike Christopherson

Bill Teeter Sue Young
Jack Jordan Mona Jarnstrom & Loyd Billert

Bud Carter The Browns, Roy Shie
Jane Lawson, Jack Lawson Mr & Mrs Jesse Swanson

Christopher Nicklow Theo & Bob Sigford
lerry & Rebecca Ketola Norman Miller

Dale Lundblad Thomas Lee Budolfson
leske Families Our Parents: By, Rosie, Harold,

Days Gone Bye Margaret Thor Levinson
Jim McKinney

Dennis Fabozzi Pat Saddoris Timothy P Flanagan
John & Ellen Dennis

Denny Goldberg Patrick Kearney Todd Borden
John & Karen Latterner

Dick & Judy Eveleth Patrick McDermott Tom & Renee Aro

. John & Ruth Stapleton

Dick Schultz Patsy Bailey Trevor Reichel
John Bemiss

Don Price Phil Bartusek & Merlyn Bohlen  Willard & Elsie Esala

Dr. Bayard French

Judy & Lanny Moline

Philip E Bodine

Keith |. Loken

Eddie Eisinger PK & Dorothy Edwards
Kimerly Lundgren

Edgar Peterson & John Ask Ray & Vi Harris
Leah Carr

Edward Borowiec Richard Okerstrom

Trash...from page 16

white trash bags can be difficult to see. Brightly col-
ored bags or black bags are easier to spot making it
less likely trash will inadvertently be left behind.

» Do not place garbage and waste on or under the

ice. It’s the law.

Zeke Stinson

> It takes all of us working together to Keep It Clean!
Thank you for doing your part to ensure the health of
our lakes, rivers, fisheries and watershed areas.

www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org
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Garden Possibilities

i

This is a different article and although we live
on Lake Vermilion, we, like a lot of other
residents, like to have a garden and with all
the woods that is not an easy task. My grandfather
grew up on a farm in Iowa but moved to Chicago
to get a job. He always had a large apple tree and a
trellis covered in grapes. We always seemed to have
some fruit trees.

When we moved to Lake Ver-
milion to enjoy the fishing and
the natural beauty of this won-
derful lake, we also had a small
area cleared next to a separate
garage to have a small garden.
While we plant vegetables every
year and have a decent crop of
strawberries, we also planted a
crab apple tree and several va-
rieties of apple trees. We tried
a Honeycrisp apple tree but it was too cold for that
tree and it died. Two other varieties also lost their
main branches because of the cold winters.

The Antique Angler

A couple of years later we planted a Goodland apple
tree and unfortunately the deer pruned it down to

a smaller tree. Fortunately, the pruning seemed to
invigorate the tree and it took oft. It took a couple
more years for us to get our first apples after we put
up wire gages around the trees. What are Goodland
apples? They were first grown in Saskatuan, Cana-
da where the winters are even colder than our area.
They are a light green perfectly round apple of three
inches in diameter with a red blush. The first year
the tree had apples we were amazed that this was

a very good eating apple that could be cold stored
for 20 weeks. The Goodland has a sweet taste and a
juicy texture. All it needs is some moist well drained
soil and where we have them planted there is little
soil and a lot of rocks. We get some apples every
year but it seems every other year there is banner
crop and that was this year. The trees this spring
were loaded with blossoms with plenty of bees go-
ing from tree to tree. You do need another apple or
crab apple tree to pollenate the Goodland apples.

Two years ago, a bear or bears found our apple

trees and climbed them to get to the apples, busting
into the garden area almost every night. Last year
we had raccoons raiding the apple trees. We then
installed a electric fence around the trees and gar-
den and no more bears although I am not sure rac-
coons have given up yet. We now have two Good-
land trees and the second one had its first apple this
year — it too was pruned by the deer the first year.
We now have enough apples for a large amount of
applesauce and some excellent Goodland eating
apples. We just picked the last of the Goodlands at
the end of September. The Cherry Greenhouse sells
bare root trees every spring and it only cost $25 for
one of the apple trees. Although it is an investment
and takes a couple years before you get production,
the investment really pay offs for years once es-
tablished. The Goodland is not quite as sweet as a
Honeycrisp, but just as juicy. We even had enough
to give to friends this year. All you need is a spot
that is sunny most of the day. This is quite a surprise
for the north country. The fall season is about eating
fresh apples, applesauce, and apple pie.
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Vintage Vermilion: Taylor’s Island Family
celebrates 100 years at Lake Vermilion

( :harles William Tay- o AP

lor purchased whatis & % ;

now known as Taylor’s g Mol
Island in 1923 after a visit from *\ii':-'_-_ j‘,i“*‘.q'-:'
Nebraska with his family. This - -3 ‘!_ T
past summer, his great-grand- =% e 08T TS
daughter, Betsy Quinn and her %‘ﬁﬂ&%\- >3
father, Walter Kurth, compiled "~ N
a history of the island for the
100th anniversary.

The island is at the West

End of Lake Vermilion, near
Cook. Taylor originally pur-
chased the whole island, about
114 acres, and sub-divided it
into 10 lots. The “Nebraska
Lake Vermilion Outing Club”
was formed with 7 owners
purchasing lots. Over the years
lots have been purchased, trad-
ed and sold back to the Taylors.
Currently there are 11 owners
of the island.

Charles William Tay-
lor with this oldest
son, Seth (1920’s)

The original home-
stead built by Hank
Joyce. The cabin is
still in use today.
(Photo from the
1920’s)

The original owner, Hank
Joyce, had moved the Indian
Mission building that was at
Wakemup Village to the island
for his home. In 1935, Quinn’s
grandfather, John Taylor built
a cabin known as the “Little Cabin” or “John Cab-
in”. This was when Elisabeth “Sissy” Taylor Kurth,
Quinn’s mother first came to the island when she
was six months old.

ries written by Quinn’s mother. She recounted how
she and her brother, Jack, put various trinkets into
Sucrets boxes and buried them on a nearby island
they dubbed “Treasure Island” This became a fam-
ily tradition for subsequent children and grandchil-

dren. Sissy also told about using a 5 x 3 board and

Elisabeth married Walter in 1958. As the family later an old wooden ironing board to tow and ride
of her brother, John, and the Kurth family grew, on behind the boat.

the original 15 acre lot was divided and the Kurths
built two additional cabins. “Sissy” died in 2012 but  There are many photos and memories shared in

Walter continues to come to the island. This past this compilation, too many to include here. What a

summer all Kurth family members spent time on legacy they enjoy!

the island celebrating the 100th anniversary of the

place they love so much. Excerpted from the “Brief History of Taylor’s Island”
pdf shared by Betsy Quinn and her father, Walter

Included in the compiled history were the memo- Kurth.
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PO Box 696
Cook, MN, 55723

spare, and for those who can make a larger time commitment.

612-306-7702 (cell) or Lemieux.andrine@gmail.com.

Volunteers Make the Difference

The Vermilion Lake Association has been fortunate over the years to have a dedicated group of leaders
and volunteers to staff our important activities. We are grateful for their help.

Please consider joining this team. We have needs for both workers and leaders, for those with only a few hours to

If you think you may be interested, please contact Andrine Lemieux, VLA Volunteer Program Leader, at
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Vermilion Lake Association

Sheri Sawatzky, Member Records - P.O. Box 236 Cook MN 55723
sherisawatzky@gmail.com - 218-780-8178

Membership year runs from Jan st through Dec 31st
[ 2024 New Member [ 2024 Renewal

Membership level
[1 $20.00 Household membership
] $50.00 Business or Organization

Spouse Name

Street

City State Zip

Email (requested)

Phone (requested)
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Become a Member

Join those who love Lake Vermilion as
much as you do. Help us continue the
many activities you’ve just read about.

Not sure? Check us out at our website

VermilionLakeAssociation.org. We're pret-

ty sure you'll like our vision for the future
and the work we have underway now to
make Lake Vermilion even better.

Please mail a check with the form
on this page or join at our website

using PayPal or a credit card.

The Vermilion Lake Association is
a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization.

Do You Qualify?

Trick question. Anyone can join
the lake association whose mission
it is to protect and improve Lake
Vermilion. No need to be a proper-
ty owner. No need to be a fisher-
man or a kayaker. Just someone
who cares about our great lake and
wants to protect her for the next
generation.




