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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

h, summer! Our cover photo
Asays it all. There are so many

ways to enjoy Lake Vermil-
ion, as you can see by the variety of
articles included in this issue. Look
inside for stories about fishing, boat-
ing, loon observing, plant hunting,
and bird watching, to name a few.
You can see posts and photos on our
Facebook page and now also on Instagram (@ver-
milionlakeassociation). Send us your photos to share
at communicationsl @vermilionlakeassociation.org.
We are fortunate to be on a lake large enough to
accommodate so many activities. This is why we are
so passionate about protecting the lake from aquatic
invasive species (AIS) and other things that could af-
fect our water quality. By protecting these waters for
future generations, we recognize the Ojibwe people,
who have cared for this land and water throughout
generations. See the second of our series about the
history of native peoples on Lake Vermilion, with
this issue’s article discussing treaties.

Lori Ptak
VLA Board Member/
Newsletter Volunteer

We have good news about our AIS funding. Thanks
to a concerted effort by organizations like ours, as
well as individual citizens and lobbyists, the pro-
posed cuts were dropped from the original budget.
This doesn’t mean we are out of the woods, as we are
still operating with less funding as the dollars are
spread among lakes around Minnesota. We will con-
tinue to advocate for appropriate funding to support
our efforts to keep AIS out of Lake Vermilion. See

more details in the article on page 6. The other good
news is we have had 10 years without any new AIS!
Woot woot! We have many people to thank for this
accomplishment, including our great AIS co-leaders
Nancy Watkins and Gary Haugen, staff who inspect
boats at our public landings, our volunteers who
throw rakes to inspect weeds, and our partners at the
North St. Louis Soil and Water Conservation District
(Jon Utecht). It really takes a village, and as our data
shows, prevention is much cheaper than manage-
ment.

By now you should have received an invitation to
our Annual Meeting at Camp Vermilion on July 26.
See the invitation on page 3. There is still time to sign
up, but act fast. Space is limited. Our speaker, Sunny
Lucas from the U.S. Forest Service, will be speaking
on fire reduction projects here on Lake Vermilion.
With the dry weather and low water levels, this is
a very pertinent topic for us. Catch up on the lat-
est news about our various programs, enjoy a great
supper, and maybe win some door prizes! Bring your
neighbors and meet new friends. We look forward to
seeing you there!

And remember, “Be like Bob” and invite your neigh-
bors and friends to join our lake association!

Take care and enjoy the water!

Lori Ptak, VLA President

Typography and design work by the Timberjay

The Vermilion Lake Association newsletter is published quarterly and mailed to members.
Managing Editor: Jessica Templeton, VLA Communications Leader

Content Editors: Terry Grosshauser, Fisheries Leader, and Lori Ptak, VLA President

Cover photo “Last One In” by Patty Hermanson, VLA member

We welcome your contributions! Have a "legend of the lake" to share? Is there a
topic you would like to see covered in a future issue? Send story ideas and photos
to Jessica at communications1@vermilionlakeassociation.org.
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Save the date!

Vermilion Lake Association’s Annual Meeting
CamP Vermilion, 2555 Vermilion CamP Road, Cook, MN
Saturclagj Julg 2652025 from 4-7pm

And cry’og an informative Presentation bg
Sunny Lucas
District Ranger, LaCroix Ranger District, SuPerior National Forest

“Vermilion Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project”

Learn more about the SuPcrior National Forest's treatments on Forest lands around Lake Vermilion to lessen wildfire hazards,

reduce threats to PuHic samce’cy, and decrease Potcntia| clamage to nearbg Propertics.
Email invites will gooutin carly July, sowatch your inbox, not your mailbox!

RSVP rcquirecl bg Friclay, Julg 18 to:
Terrie Heimann: itheimannelive.com 218-666-6057
J
Pat Michaelson: leichaclson@gmail.com 612-306-7702
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First fish of the year was one to remember

he year was 2014. We got
Tto our cabin on the Big

Bay side of Birch Point
a couple days after the opener,
and I was eager to start fishing.
That spring in Florida had been
very hot and the drive a long
one; the cool Minnesota air felt
very good. Much to my chagrin, the water level
was so high that Eagle Docks could only put the
metal framework of the dock in place, but not the §
boards. So, I'd have to fish from shore.

:

John Yocum
VLA Board Member

I started fishing at around 7 p.m., when the sun ¢
was still high in the sky at that time of year. I '
waded out to just above my knees and cast a few
feet to the left of and beyond the end of the dock.
I was using a slip bobber baited with the largest,
juiciest leech that I had in the container. I sat

down on a blanket at the shoreline with my dog VLA Fisheries Co-Leader John Yocum with the legendary

and my beer...I didn’t have long to wait.

The bobber disappeared and, after tightening the
line, I set the hook. The weight on the end of the line
was extremely heavy. I quickly realized that this was
no ordinary fish. It took out quite a bit of line before
I got it turned around. I was guessing that it was a
northern based on how heavy it felt. Unfortunately,
when I got it to the end of the dock, the fish darted
underneath the structure and wrapped itself around
one of the supports.

I had to gingerly walk out on the framework of the
dock to the end, taking great care not to fall in the
water. When I got to the end of the dock, I saw a
massive walleye wrapped around the supporting
structure. I started screaming for my wife to bring
the net. And bless her heart, she volunteered to

walleye.

wade in and net the fish. She was able to successfully
get the fish into the net and get it to shore after I cut
the line.

The fish was a massive 32% inches. Still the biggest
walleye by length to date that I've ever caught. Of the
three longest walleye I've caught, all have been on
leeches in the spring on or close to the opener. Those
big females are very hungry that time of year after
the extreme physical effort required to spawn after

a long winter. It’s also worth noting how skinny the
fish are at that time of year. This one only weighed

8 pounds 5 ounces. At the end of the summer, she
would probably weigh about 13 or 14 pounds.
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Searching for Starry Stonewort

ark your calendars for

the 2025 Starry Trek!

This annual statewide
event is organized by the Min-
nesota Aquatic Invasive Species
Research Center (MAISRC) and
University of Minnesota Exten-
sion, in partnership with the
Department of Natural Resourc-
es. Started in 2017, the event
focuses on searching for one of
Minnesota’s newest aquatic in-
vasive species, starry stonewort,
which was found in Lake Koronis
in 2015 and has since spread to
30 Minnesota lakes. Volunteers
gather at designated sites, receive
training and are sent out in groups
to nearby priority lakes to follow
the protocols and bring back any

suspicious specimens. https:

Starry stonewort is a non-native,

grass-like form of algae. Native to Eurasia, the spe-
cies was introduced into the Great Lakes in 1978. It is
similar in appearance to the other Minnesota native
grass-like algae, such as stoneworts and musk-grass.
However, there are key features to aid with identifi-
cation. Starry stonewort has long, thin, bright green
branchlets (branch-like structures) of variable length
arranged in whorls from a single point around the
stem. Branchlets typically extend in acute angles
from the stem and have irregularly lengthened forks
or divisions. At the base of the main stem there

may be white, star shaped bulbils the size of a grain
of rice. These bulbils may be found at or below the
sediment surface and are most obvious and plentiful
in late summer.

Starry stonewort can tolerate low light and nutrient
levels, and it thrives in low flow areas of water. You
can continue to see it throughout September when
other native vegetation is in decline. It is known to
form dense mats on the surface of the water, which
can interfere with recreation and overtake habitat,
outcompeting native plants and potentially lowering
diversity.

) 5548408

Photo courtesy Minnesota Department of Natural Resources,
www.bugwood.or

index.cfm

Starry stonewort is spread by people, primarily
through the movement of water-related equipment.
Fragments can get tangled in trailers, motors and
anchors. Small bulbils may be hidden in mud and
debris which can stick to trailers, bunks, anchors,
ropes, fabric, footwear, scuba and fishing gear. Once
it is introduced into a lake, it is never eradicated.
Researchers have found that using a copper-based
algaecide has not slowed starry stonewort’s expan-
sion within infested lakes. However, treatments can
be effective at reducing the biomass within localized
areas for nuisance relief. Researchers have also found
that if infestations are found early enough, sustained
hand removal efforts can be highly effective in re-
ducing and containing infestations. Early detection
is critical. However, the most important action is to
make sure all watercraft entering Lake Vermilion are
clean, drained and dry.

The next Starry Trek is scheduled for August 9. Visit
the MAISRC’s website for updates or to volunteer!

https://maisrc.umn.edu/starrytrek

www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org




AlS prevention funding cuts
avmded...thanks to you'

By Aaron Cabbage, VLA Member

r I Vhanks to the swift and passion-
ate advocacy of lake supporters
across the state, Minnesota’s

aquatic invasive species (AIS) prevention -

funding has been preserved—for now.  §&

The proposed $5 million cut in AIS pre-

vention grants was ultimately not includ- g

ed in the final 2026-2027 state budget.

This outcome is a direct result of the out- -

pouring of letters, calls, and emails from e

citizens who understand the critical role §

of prevention in protecting our lakes.

To everyone who took the time to write
or call on behalf of Minnesota’s waters
and Lake Vermilion, thank you. You
made a real and measurable difference.

Prevention Is the Only Real Defense

Once invasive species such as zebra mussels, Eur-
asian watermilfoil, or spiny waterfleas establish
themselves in a lake, containment becomes nearly
impossible. Remediation efforts are expensive, often
ineffective, and can lead to long-term ecological im-
balance. When an ecosystem is disrupted in this way,
it rarely—if ever—returns to its original state.

Preventing the spread of AIS is not only far more
affordable than dealing with infestations after they
occur, it is vastly more effective. AIS prevention
funding supports critical initiatives like public educa-
tion, boat inspections, decontamination stations, and
early detection programs. These are the first and best
lines of defense for Minnesota’s 11,842 lakes, includ-
ing beloved destinations like Lake Vermilion.

A Close Call

During a challenging legislative session that conclud-
ed on June 9, the Minnesota Legislature passed a $66
billion budget in a 15-hour marathon special session.

Faced with a projected $5.95 billion deficit for the
2028-2029 fiscal cycle, Governor Walz proposed
across-the-board cuts to state programs—including
a significant reduction in AIS prevention funding.
While the Legislature ultimately preserved the full
$5 million in AIS prevention grants for the upcom-
ing biennium, the threat of cuts is far from over. Jeft
Forester, Executive Director of Minnesota Lakes and
Rivers Advocates, reported that while the prevention
funding was saved for 2026-2027, it remains on the
chopping block for 2028-2029.

In addition to the efforts of organizations like Min-
nesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates, the grass roots
response from Vermilion Lake Association members,
member resorts, tribal governments like Bois Forte,
and other individuals was enormous and critical to
the reinstatement of funding for this cycle. It is also
worth noting that while prevention funding faced
cuts, remediation funding—money used to deal
with AIS after infestations have taken hold—was
maintained and even made permanent. This contra-
diction underscores the continued need for public
pressure and education to ensure that prevention

is prioritized.

Continued on page 7
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Volunteers needed: Be a part of the
weather team as a rainfall monltor

o you have an interest
in the weather? Are you
looking for a way to do

something for the environment
from your location? Or how about
a great classroom or family activ-
ity that provides an easy way for
kids to get involved with science?

Volunteer as a rainfall monitor for
the Community Collaborative
Rain, Hail and Snow Network
(CoCoRaHS), coordinated
through the state climatology of-
fice of the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources.

Data provided by volunteers
verifies high rainfall totals after
big events, provides critical infor-
mation during flooding events,
monitors drought conditions,
and provides needed guidance on
Minnesota’s changing climate.

The network includes more than
20,000 volunteers nationwide
who measure rainfall in their
backyards using a standard 4-inch
diameter rain gauge and submit
their reports online. The program

also collects snowfall and reports
hail among other weather obser-
vations. The data is used by the
National Weather Serv1ce, re-

of 1ndustr1es

To become a rainfall
monitotr, you must:

» Have internet access to submit
reports by computer or using the
CoCoRaHS Observer weather
app on your smartphone

» Provide or purchase a standard
4-inch rain gauge (discounts are
available through CoCoRaHS)

» Complete online training on
how to observe weather trends
and how to submit precipitation
and weather event reports online

» Commit to submitting reports
for at least one season

» Volunteers are particularly
needed outside the Twin Cities
metro area. Some areas have very
few reporting stations, so the

AIS Funding...from page 6

A Community Effort
Worth Celebrating

This victory should be a moment
of pride for everyone who took
action. The level of concern from
residents around Lake Vermil-
ion helped state leaders see that
AIS prevention is not a “smaller
thing” It is, in fact, foundation-
al to protecting our lakes, our

property values, our recreational
economy, and our environmental

heritage.

The Work Continues

While this outcome is a success, it
is not the end. Continued pres-

sure on the state budget and diffi-
cult financial decisions ahead will
require vigilance. The next budget

more we have across the state,
the better information we have to
work with.

» To sign up, visit
https://cocorahs.org/ to complete
an application, or contact Lui-

gi Romolo, State Climatologist,

at luigi.romolo@state.mn.us.

cycle already carries increased
risk of reductions in AIS preven-
tion funding.

In the meantime, we can all
continue to make a difference
locally. Around Lake Vermilion,
we can educate neighbors and
visitors, check boats and equip-
ment for invasive species, and
remain active stewards of the lake
we love.

www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org




Lake Vermilion water quallty update

re you ready for the in-
vasion of dinoflagellates
and diatoms this sum-

mer? What is he talking about
you say - these single celled
critters are also known as phyto- |-
plankton, or microalgae. With a £#
warming climate and increased
carbon dioxide
levels, we're apt
to see more algae
blooms this
summer. Recall

| | that algae love
to bloom when
it's sunny, the
temperatures are
high, the winds
are calm, and there’s plenty of
nutrients (nitrates, phosphates,
sulfur, and carbon dioxide) to
help them photosynthesize.
Before you curse these smelly, slimy, green messes,
cut them a bit of slack and remember that algae con-
tribute 50-80% of the Earth’s oxygen (see the Spring
2025 VLA newsletter for more on this).

Craig Beveroth
VLA Board Member/
Water Quality Leader

With the current lack of moisture through early June,
we are seeing the lake level down six inches (and
shrinking) from the ice-out date of May 5. Compared
to 2024, the lake is six inches up from ice-out April
15 (poor snow season in 2023/2024). Compared to
2023, when we were tying down our dock decking,
the lake is only 6.5 inches down. So far, no reports of
boats stuck on lifts.

Results are back from early spring water sampling in
our ‘hot spots’ — East Two Rivers as it enters Pike Bay
on the east side, and Pike River where it enters Pike
Bay on the west side.

Key findings

» Soudan Mine is releasing three times more man-
ganese than we would like to see, but it is diluted as it
reaches eastern Pike Bay.

» Levels of most everything are acceptable as East
Two Rivers enters Pike Bay (even calcium is just
below 20 ppm).

> At Pike River dam, percentage levels are higher
than we would like to see: aluminum at 144%, cal-
cium at 740%, cobalt at 444%, iron OK, manganese
OK, phosphorus OK, sulphate at 858% (a problem
for wild rice, but OK for drinking water and general
use) — a good reason to stay on top of the MN Pollu-
tion Control Agency re-permitting of USS Minntac
Tailings Basin National Pollutant Discharge Elimi-
nation System (NPDES) permit targeted for public
input Fall of 2025.

» Wake boats have become a bit of an issue on
Vermilion recently. With possible harm to shorelines
and lake sediments, we are closely following research
being done by the University of Minnesota. Current-
ly, the recommendation is for wake boats to be 500
feet from shore at a depth of 20-26 feet. Phil Nor-
vitch from the North St. Louis Conservation and Wa-
tershed District (NSLWCD) in Virginia has provided
a wake boat safe zone map (see page 11).

» On June 11, six scientists from the Science Muse-

8 The Vermilion, Summer 2025
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Dr. Mark Edlund, Dr. Erin Mittag, and graduate &
student Grace Hemmelgarn from the Science
Museum of Minnesota (St. Croix Watershed
Research Station) pull up a core sample in Big
Bay

um of Minnesota made a presentation to the
VLA Board about the lakebed sediment coring ;
project they were beginning on Vermilion the = : = L <
next day. They have a grant to collect and ana- hovers over a GPS location and reads out chemical
lyze lake sediments in 35 Minnesota lakes (15 north- ~ and physical analyses that have been conducted at
ern lakes and 20 central and southern lakes) looking  that spot. This is a work in progress that we will be
for historic walleye food sources (this is an oversim-  adding to as more data is collected.

plification). This is a long-term project spanning two ‘ ‘

years, so don't look for results for a while. Thanks to > All water chem1s‘Fr Y results are .ave-ulable on the
Your Boat Club in Tower for providing a pontoon, VLA website (vermilionlakeassociation.org) under

and Mike Ptak for guiding on the West end. “Oth.er Progr?m§/Water Quality Pro)t)ection/Water
Quality Monitoring-Recent Reports.

» Water quality information has been recently added

to the VLA website. You will find a historical section > Vermilion's water is great. Let’s do our best to keep

with past analyses and research reports, as well as it that way.

an interactive map of Vermilion where the cursor

Support the Vermilion Lake Association
Help Us Make a Beautiful Lake Even Better!

‘ www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org 9



Wakeboard Boats: Use care in Lake
Vermilion to avoid damaging impacts

By John Yocum, VLA Board Member, and
Lori Ptak, VLA President

Wakeboarding is a water sport in which the rid-
er, standing on a wakeboard, is towed behind
a motorboat across its wake. It was developed from a
combination of water skiing, snowboarding and surf-
ing techniques. Modern technological advances have
led to the development of a highly specialized class
of boats called wakeboard boats that are designed

to create a large, specially-shaped wake for a wake-
boarder to jump the washes from side to side, often
doing aerial tricks. In this article, we will attempt to
make the reader aware of the adverse impacts that
wakeboarding has on a lake, and what can be done to
mitigate those impacts.

Generally speaking, wakeboard boats are V-drive,
which means they have an inboard motor with the
engine placed backwards in the rear of the boat. This
is done to keep more weight in the back of the boat
and make the weight larger. Most wakeboard boats
also have additional features like ballast tanks that
add water to weigh the boat down for longer wakes,
and/or wedge or hydrofoil devices that create down-
ward force to pull the stern into the water.

Wakeboard boats have the potential to do tremen-
dous environmental damage to a lake by causing
adverse impacts including but not limited to a
decrease in water clarity, erosion, floating vegetation
and property damage. There are also safety concerns
regarding paddlers, swimmers and wildlife to be
considered. It became critical to study the effects
that wakeboard boats had on lakes in Minnesota as
boats became larger, faster, more powerful and more
numerous.

A research program at St. Anthony Falls Laboratory
at the University of Minnesota is currently studying
this topic with the goal of developing a recommen-
dation for depth and distance to stay offshore to
prevent damage to the lake bottom. This research
program specifically measures and quantifies wake

wakes produced by recreational boats including
wakeboard boats. It also measures and quantifies
prop wash.

The initial study took place at Independence Lake,
an 832-acre lake in Maple Plain, Minnesota. They
tested 4 recreational boats: two wake surfing and two
non-wake surfing. Parameters measured were wave
height, wave power and wave energy. Wake board-
ing boats generate 2-3 times greater wave heights in
surfing mode. Total wave energies are 3 to 9 times
greater; and total wave power is 6 to 12 times greater
relative to that generated by non-wake surfing boats.

Key questions

» At what depth does the propeller wash cease to
interact with the lake bottom and stir up sediment?

» How far out and how deep should one be?

» How far away from vegetation should one be to
avoid damage by waves and prop wash?

» How far from shore should one be to avoid dam-
age to the shoreline and lake bottom?

Key findings

» The study concluded that organizations should let
their members know that wakeboats need to be 500
feet from shore to avoid damaging shorelines and the
lake bottom.

» They should also be 500 feet from the nearest
vegetation bed.

» The Minnesota state legislature is currently study-
ing proposals from organizations such as MN COLA
arguing for a mandatory boater’s license in Minneso-
ta that will address this and other issues.

» The St. Anthony Research Lab is due to release a
second phase of this study that will include addition-
al research and recommendations for safe depths. A

10 The Vermilion, Summer 2025




study out of Connecticut found
sediment erosion at 20 feet and
possibly up to 26 feet of depth.

» Based on these parameters and
recommendations from SAFE
Wakes for MN, the following
map of Lake Vermilion highlights
these safe areas for wake boats

g

to run, or “safe wake zones” (see
above). When additional research

Map courtesy of North St. Lou-
is Soil and Water Conservation

is published, we will update District
through eVermilion, our website,

and our Facebook and Instagram

accounts. Look for additional

information in future editions of

The Vermilion.

Check it out!!!

ol
VERMILION

LAKE ASSOCIATION

ave you checked the Vermil-
H ion Lake Association website

lately? Under “Fishing News
and Videos,” there are links to key
websites with fishing reports, news
articles, and other information. There
is also a recently added collection of
videos showing techniques, tactics and

tips for catching various species of fish

in Lake Vermilion, as well as informa-
tion on such topics as life cycle, habits
and habitat of the fish in the lake. Un-
der “Shore Lunch Sites” there is a link
to an easy-to-print PDF map with
GPS coordinates and additional info.

www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org 11




Loons on a Mission

By Noel Sederstrom, VLA Volunteer

Determination and focus, staring down
threats, with a little good luck thrown
in—this year’s tale of “our” loons has a
happy ending. You might say they were
Loons on a Mission, not to be stopped.

Only days after “ice out” on May 5, the
mating pair of loons we hoped would
return to the same corner of Lake Ver-
milion did just that. Their view on it:
there was not a moment to lose. By nine
days later, they had picked a spot, built
a nest, and were taking turns keeping
two eggs warm. Last summer they were
stymied.

Our Live LoonCam Team had been waiting to
pounce on this for weeks, on alert for this loon pair
to pick a nest site. On May 16, Bill Michaelson and
Tom Tamte carefully placed our camera and para-
bolic mic gear mounted on its temporary weighted
post about ten feet away and strung Ethernet cable to
power it up.

Then we waited our turn for internet service. While
we were still in the dark, not able to remotely dial
into our router and camera, the camera’s switching
system fired up on its own. The camera’s software
activated itself and began recording. The first shot
we had was one of the loons sitting on their nest in a
snow/sleet storm at 2:50 a.m. on May 18.

Lake Yermilion, Minnesota  LIVE 02:51:10 2025-05-18

The loon family swimming around.

Over the next month, the loons were able to protect
the two eggs on their nest, taking turns incubating
them.

On the VLA’ YouTube Channel, a community of
loon watchers gathered to keep track of anything that
moved. One of our most experienced, GailH, fore-
cast that June 10 might be “Hatch Day.” She was only
off by a few hours!

In the wee hours of June 11, Mom Loon began a
marathon session with her eggs. She was not alone
on the little island they chose to call home. Ten feet
away, a large beaver was making a meal out of the
tall grass and plants. A small muskrat swam by in the
channel, returning later to snack on something along
the shore. A Great Blue Heron screamed at the first
light of the approaching dawn.

At 4:14 a.m., one of our loon watchers reported hear-
ing peeping sounds. As we were able to verify hours
later, the older chick had broken through its shell
and had begun demanding attention from its mother.
The second chick would not hatch for another 13 and
a half hours.

In the meantime, Mom Loon was able to persuade

Loons during a wintry mix storm.

The Vermilion, Summer 2025
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Above: Mother loon stares at a nearby beaver, right
before the first egg hatched.

Middle: The mother loon checks on the first hatched
chick.

Bottom: The father loon finally returned, and yodeled
out a greeting to the first chick.
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the first chick to go on its first swim in Lake Vermil-
ion. It emerged to greet the sun just before 11 a.m.
and hit the water a little after 12 noon. During the
early afternoon, Mom Loon forced the chick to figure
out how to climb back up to the nest on its own. That
drama took two hours, with the chick peeping and
complaining loudly most of the time.

Dad Loon, meantime, had been out on the lake, “on
patrol” for threats. There had been a rogue loon in
the area they had chased away, and back on May 24,
the loons were flushed from their nest by what might
have been an eagle in the sky to the west.

Mom Loon had been calling for him to come help
for much of the day, and when he finally arrived

just before 6 p.m., there was an emotional moment
between parent and child when he met the chick for
the first time. Minutes later, he yodeled out a loud
Birth Announcement to any and all threats out there
on the lake.

While Dad Loon was there for just an hour on their
nest, the second chick hatched. Perhaps the noise
woke him up!

After a quiet night, the two chicks had a full day of
survival lessons ahead of them. The older chick was
rambunctious and full of energy, heading out to deep
water with the adults, as all of them ate from the lake.
But while that happened, the little one was afraid

Continued on next page
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Loons...from previous page

of the water, and remained on land peeping away
like crazy. Our loon-watchers became concerned
it was stuck in the brush. We could hear it, but not
see where it was. One of them decided to contact a
wildlife rescue person.

While the prospective rescue volunteer was on the
phone with us, Mom Loon, with the older chick rid-
ing on its back, returned, and the little one chose to
jump into the water and join its big brother.

And that was the beginning of the Loon Family’s
Happy Ending. We hope it will be a long summer-
time of survival lessons for the loonlets in their
“nursing area” a short distance from where all this

& YouTuhe

Live LoonCam on Lake Vermilion 2025

Both adults came back to the little island during the
afternoon of June 12 to take one last look at their
“perfect nest.” Then they were off with their little
ones to the safety of the deep water of Lake Vermil-
ion.

Live chat PoX

GailH 1 told her the chick has been
chirping since daybreal,

Chickadee Oh here comes an adult.
Maybe the rescue can get called off.

GailH If the chick is hurt or stuck, the
adult can't help. S/he does sound more
upset now,

P QA

Judy Gilbert Hope the adult goes back
on the nest

Tailfeather Awwww,... two

DianeH @GailH thank you so much for
doing &ll the contacting!! Was away and
am just reading all the chats,

GailH TWO CHICKSIEIELLERLLLREEEL
Tailfeather Yayalll

BEEF 0B ¥

Kimberly Crrico twal

R DR T e chur R Ser o Gnd
ey M B Y SUF CETVTILAly QecIrEL

Lasm more

In Memory...

The Vermilion Lake Association is grateful for donations received in memory of beloved friends, family,
and neighbors. These gifts were received April 1 - June 15, 2025

Curtis and Lorraine
Holmquist

Rex Bailey

Mary Jane Beaurline

Stephen W. Kent
Fred Brooks

Jim Kvale Judy Moline
Thor Levison

Helen Hall Marturano
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VLA caps are available
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Wear your new hat proudly to show your
support for your lake association. The
price is right!

Cap prices are $20, plus $7 shipping per
order. When you order 3 or more, the
shipping will be $9. Free local pickup is
available.

Thank you for helping us to improve and
protect our lake!

Order online at https://www.vermilionlakeassociation.org/merchandise/caps/

For more information, contact Jerry via email at jnclep4@frontiernet.net

Board of Directors and Officers 2024-2025

Cook

Terry Grosshauser, Fisheries Leader, Oak Narrows, 218-666-0580,
608-207-1509, terrygrosshauser@gmail.com

Eric Hanson, Head-0-Lakes Bay, 218-666-5478, 218-780-1563,
eric@pehrsonlodge.com

Kelly Ludlow, Secretary, Oak Narrows, 218-235-7775,
secretary@vermilionlakeassociation.org

Pat Michaelson, Acting Vice-President, Waconda Bay,

612-306-7702, plmichaelson@gmail.com

Mark Schmidt, Treasurer, Head-0-Lakes/Richie Bay, 612-810-4570,

bigwalleye55@gmail.com
Lisa Tamte, Member Records, 612-475-3064, ltamte@gmail.com

Dwight Warkentin, Niles Bay, dhwarkentin@hotmail.com

Tower

Craig Beveroth, Water Quality Leader, Pike Bay, 952-428-9155,
cheveroth@comcast.net

Sara Bright, Lake Steward Program Leader, Smarts Bay,
lakesteward@vermilionlakeassociation.or

Gary Haugen, AIS Co-Leader, Big Bay,
612-720-2853, 218-753-3021, ghmedrep@gmail.com

Andrine Lemieux, Volunteer Coordinator,

volunteercoordinator@vermilionlakeassociation.org

Jerry Lepper, Daisy Bay, 218-753-2629,
218-404-2320, jnclep4@frontiernet.net

Lori Ptak, President, Bystrom Bay,
president1@vermilionlakeassociation.org

Nancy Watkins, AIS Co-Leader, 320-291-2363, 2bitfarm@gmail.com

John Yocum, Fisheries Leader, 407-873-3883, snootman@aol.com

Jessica Templeton, Communications Leader, Frazer Bay,
communications1@vermilionlakeassociation.or
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Onamuni Zaaga’lganiin: Lake with Red Sunset Glow

By Kathleen Moccio, VLA Member

Onamuni Zaaga'Iganiin (Lake with Red Sunset
Glow), translated to Vermilion by the French, is the
historical homeland of the Bois Forte band of Ojib-
we. The lake and surrounding area were central to
the Ojibwe’s life and was as much a part of a person
as the air breathed. Non-human family members,
such as trees and rocks, shared the land with the
Ojibwe. An analogy may be going to your beloved
grandma’s house and seeing a favorite uncle there.
There’s a sense of connection and love that is core to
your being.

The land was held by the people, not individuals. For
example, for years, I heard of an Ojibwe “summer
camp” on the west end of the lake near Camp Ver-
milion. When asking about the “camp” I learned that
the English word “camp” doesn't accurately describe
the Ojibwe’s connection to the land. The lake’s area
was home and people moved through their home
connecting with relatives along the way. During
summer, larger groups came together because of the
abundance of food. In winter, communities tended
to be smaller to ensure all people had adequate food
and resources. Care for the land and generosity to
others were core values. Freedom, including free
movement throughout the land, were central to the
Ojibwe culture and spirituality.

The Ojibwe’s relationship to their homeland stood
in stark contrast to the views of Europeans looking
to build a new nation. Settlers, and the government,
believed private landownership provided a path to
wealth. Furthermore, private landownership was
believed to be key to a free society. In 1885 Senator
Henry Dawes wrote about the contrasting views of
property: “The head chief told us that there was not
a family in that whole nation that had not a home
of its own. There was not a pauper in that nation,
and the nation did not own a dollar. It built its own
capitol, and it built its schools and its hospitals. Yet
the defect of the system was apparent. They have
got as far as they can go because they own their
land in common ... there is no enterprise to make
your home any better than that of your neighbour’s.
There is no selfishness, which is at the bottom of
civilisation. Til this people will consent to give up
their lands, and divide them among their citizens so
that each can own the land he cultivates, they will
not make much more progress.”
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Map courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society

These stark differences in philosophy of a person’s
relation to the land provide background to the series
of treaties that resulted in the U.S. government
obtaining huge swaths of the Ojibwe’s homeland.
Access to ceded land along with the retention of
hunting and fishing rights were critical to the Ojib-
we. As settlers moved into the territory, the parcel-
ing and transfer of ceded property created many
hardships and injustices.

Today, our cabins, resorts, and businesses sit on
much of the Bois Forte’s historical homeland. Free
access to and movement through the land has been
largely curtailed. The impact upon the Ojibwe and
the lake has been profound. As we look to celebrate
July 4th, let'’s remember that we are on the Ojibwe’s
homeland. Lake Vermilion is a living, cherished part
of all our experiences here. Let’s provide her the care
and respect that the Ojibwe gave, and continue to
give her, and that she deserves.
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Picture this! App helps W|th flower IDs

une on Lake Vermilion was

beautiful with spring foliage.

While visiting several Shore
unch sites one weekend, our
friends oohed
and aahed over
the many differ-
ent plants and
wildflowers we
found. While

o they knew many *
Lori Ptak E
viaBoard Memberr | names of the
Newsletter Volunteer

plants, other
times they took

out their phones and used the
“Picture This” app to quickly
identify those unknown. They
suggested a good activity for kids would
be to keep a checklist of the many different
plants found. Our most precious find was
the elusive Lady Slipper!

Taking photos of our natural beauty is a
good way to keep memories. The first part
of this saying, “keep nothing but pictures”
tells us to leave all the wonders for others
to enjoy. The second part - “leave nothing

but footprints” — reminds us to pack out all I e '
our trash. The old adage of the Boundary ~ Lake Vermilion has nine shore lunch sites that are main-

Waters, “leave the site cleaner than how tained by our VLA volunteers. Visit our website at
you found it” applies to our shore lunch www.vermilionlakeassociation.org to see a map with GPS
sites as well. coordinates to find your next adventure!

" MEMBER OF ) Get your VLA dock sign

The 12x18 inch sign is designed to attach in
either corner of dock front with self-tapping
VERMILION sheet metal screws or stainless hose clamps.
LAKE ASSOCIATION |  Some members are choosing to mount them
EST1968 on their boat houses as well, or even at the en-
trance of a driveway. These striking aluminum
\ foprotectandimprove ) signs with UV protection can be ordered at

https://www.vermilionlakeassociation.org/merchandise/membership-signs/
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Be Firewise: Home Hardening

By Gloria Erickson, Contracted St. Louis County
Firewise Coordinator

“Research around home destruction vs. home surviv-
al in wildfires point to embers and small flames, not
the wall of fire as the main way that the majority of
homes ignite in wildfires. Embers are burning pieces of
airborne wood and/or vegetation that can be carried
more than a mile through the wind and can cause
spot fires and ignite homes, debris and other objects.”
- National Fire Protection Association (NFPA).

here are construction material choices and
Tactions homeowners can take to help their

homes better withstand ember attacks and
minimize the likelihood of flames or surface fire
touching the home or any attachments. Choosing fire
resistant building materials and construction meth-

ods is referred to as “home hardening”

Things to consider when building or retrofitting a
home for wildfire resiliency

Roofing material: Class A is the most fire-resistant
and should be the choice of anyone living in wild-
fire-prone areas. Common Class A roof coverings in-
clude asphalt fiberglass composition shingles, metal,
concrete or clay tiles.

Roof openings: Plug openings in roof coverings, such
as the open ends of metal roofs, with non-combusti-
ble materials.

Skylights: Replace plastic skylights with ones con-
structed of double pane glass. One of the panes
should be tempered glass.

Chimneys: Install an approved spark arrester.

Windows: Replace single-pane, non-tempered glass
windows with multiple-pane, tempered glass.

Soffits and gable vents: Metal is the best material.
Cover attic, eave and foundation vents with 1/8”
metal wire mesh or install new vent types designed
to prevent ember entry. If wildfire is threatening, and

time allows, consider covering vent openings with
pre- cut plywood wrapped with several layers of alu-
minum foil that is stapled down to the wood.

Rain gutters: Gutters should be free of plant debris,
like pine needles. Metal covers to reduce mainte-
nance might help, but need to be cleared of debris, as
well.

Decking material: Replace deck boards that are less
than one inch thick or that are in poor condition
with thicker, good condition boards. Use metal flash-
ing between the deck and the house. Use 1/8” metal
wire mesh to enclose area under deck. If deck boards
have a wider than 1/8” gap use the same wire mesh
under deck boards.

Siding material: Fill gaps in siding and trim with a
good quality caulk and replace poor condition build-
ing materials. If building new or residing consider
using whole log, fiber cement board, stucco, metal,
brick or stone siding.

Foundation material: Make sure 18” from the ground
is fire resistant material like stone, stucco, brick or
concrete, or ICF block.

Eaves: Cover open eaves with sheathing, such as ply-
wood or fiber-cement board. Use tongue and groove
joints or other intricate joint types and do not use
butt joints.

Flowerbeds: Replace wood mulch with noncombus-
tible types of mulch, like rocks. Remove plant debris,
including dried grass and flowers, dead leaves and
dead branches from flowerbeds next to the house,
other buildings, propane tanks and next to wooden
fences. Replace ornamental needle bearing shrubs
with low-growing deciduous shrubs or flowers that
are native and nonflammable.

Fences: Metal is best. If you have a wooden fence,
make sure it is in good condition, and create a non-
combustible fence section or grate next to the house
for at least five feet.

You can learn more about home hardening here:
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/get-ready/hardening-your-home/

For more information about how to be Firewise, contact Gloria at: gloria@dovetailinc.org or 218-365-0878.
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New boat wrap regulations will tackle
a major source of plastic pollution

By Jessica Templeton,
VLA Communications Leader

oating is a central part
B of summer fun in the

land of 10,000 lakes —
but the shrink wrap many of
us use to winterize our boats
for the oft-season generates an
enormous amount of expen-
sive, harmful, and long-lasting
plastic waste that clogs landfills
and contributes to a growing
public health crisis.

According to Minnesota Lakes .. =
and Rivers (MLR), Minnesota .4
has more boats per capita than =
any other state in the country,
with “roughly 14,500 vessels
per 100,000” people. Shrink
wrap used on boats generates roughly 6.25 million
pounds of plastic waste each year, the vast majority
of which ends up “clogging our municipal land-

fills at considerable public expense” (MLR 2024).
Most shrink wraps are made from polypropylene or
polyethylene. These durable materials work well for
protecting boats from the elements, but they also last
for hundreds of years, eventually breaking down into
microplastics that are harmful to human health and
the environment.

To counter this growing problem, in 2024 Minnesota
established a product stewardship program which re-
quires boat wrap producers to: 1) form or designate
a stewardship organization, 2) become members of
that stewardship organization, and 3) operate under
an approved stewardship plan to offer or sell boat
wrap in Minnesota. A critical date for Minnesotans
is September 1, 2025; after this date, no person may

use, sell or offer boat wrap for sale in the state unless
the producer participates in an approved stewardship
plan. By June 1, 2030, no less than 50 percent of the
total weight of boat wrap sold in Minnesota must be
collected and recycled. Five years after that, no less
than 80 percent must collected and recycled. Accord-
ing to MLR, the financial implications of this pro-
gram will be low for consumers, who can expect to
see an estimated cost increase of about .025% when
having their boat wrapped.

Boat owners who want to avoid plastic altogether
may also consider reusable options like tarps and
custom-fit boat covers. In addition to avoiding the
significant environmental costs of single-use plastic,
these options can be more affordable. Several Min-
nesota-based businesses offer reusable winter storage
covers for boats; these are often made to order, so
consider placing an order now so you will be ready
when the boating season ends.

You can learn more about the boat wrap product stewardship
program, which is managed by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, here:
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/air-water-land-climate/boat-wrap-stewardship-program.

www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org




Merlin Bird ID makes birdwatching fun

he Antique Angler here with a story about
I identifying birds. While visiting, one of our

relatives showed us an app for identifying
birds based on the song they sing. Earlier this spring
we were sitting on the deck and could hear what we
thought were warblers singing away. I know there
are warblers in the area, and with the app you can
determine the bird’s name using sound or a picture. I
was using the sound ID and it identified three differ-
ent warblers, of which we only could see one. It also
identified more common birds like the Red-winged
Blackbird. Once a bird is identified, it will give you a
complete description of the bird.

The app’s name is Merlin Bird ID and it comes g U " B,
from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. It can iden- see how many birds they can identify. It is great for
tify 10,000+ species of birds. It is free and can be older people as well and does not require much ef-

accessed from both Google Play and the Apple App  fort. Enjoy the outdoors and what nature has to offer.
Store. This app would be great to get kids outside and

Lake Vermilion Anthue & Classic Boat Show

ttention all antique and
boating enthusiasts!

Get ready for the 33rd
Lake Vermilion Antique and Clas- &
sic Boat Show on Sunday, August
31, 2025, from 12 noon - 4 p.m.,

and Moosebirds, Vermilion Dr. in [
Cook.

Once again, the Vermilion Lake
Association is an honorary spon-

sor. “The VLA’ presence at the with the owners. Vote for your favorite boat. Then
show allows the Association to display and educate kick back and enjoy a Landing’s burger and a bev-
the public about its achievements, goals and future erage, walk down the street for an ice cream treat at
projects. We are fortunate that Lake Vermilion has Moosebirds, and stay for the awards presentation at

an organization that is so dedicated to the welfare of 4 p.m.

the lake,” said boat show organizers. , L , . _
Anyone interested in displaying their antique or

Visit with the VLA at their booth to learn how to classic boat, whether it’s wood, fiberglass, hand-
become a lake steward and how to get the lead out! ~ made or homemade, in the water or land dis-

play, please contact us for more information
This event is open to the public and everyone is at lakevermilionboatshow@aol.com.

invited to come and see the beautiful boats and chat
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ummer is the time when families gather to enjoy all the recreational opportunities beautiful Lake Ver-

milion has to offer: fishing, water skiing or tubing, watching eagles soar overhead, leisurely pontoon

rides, walks in the forest, campfires, and smores, to name a few. This summer, when you build your
campfire, be a good steward of the lake by:

Keeping your fire small. Check the fire danger level before starting one. Find the latest fire restrictions here:
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/fire/firerating restrictions.html

Ensuring your fire pit is at least 50" away from the shore. Wood ash is high in phosphorus and rainwater
filtering through the ash will carry it into the lake, contributing to algae blooms. Another way to mitigate this
problem is to install a freestanding fire pit with a solid bottom within your existing fire ring to contain the
ash. Cover it when not in use.

Disposing of ash properly. When the ashes are cold to the touch, remove them from the fire pit and dispose
of them far from the lakeshore. Hint: ashes make a great garden soil amendment - away from the lake.

Thank you for being a good steward of our beautiful lake! Interested in learning more
about the Lake Steward program, or having your property assessed? Visit the VLA website
and take the “Are You a Lake Steward?” survey:

https://www.vermilionlakeassociation.org/other-programs/become-a-lake-steward/
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Meet the Penguins

By the Vermilion Penguin Snowmobile Club i~ mamamm -

id you know that Lake Vermilion
is home to a unique species of
Penguins?

The long winters and reliably deep snow
make this a mecca for snowmobiling. Our
Canadian Shield wilderness setting offers
spectacular and varied terrain: steep ridg-
es, remote swamps and bogs, boreal forests |
with rivers, and lakes galore, along with
abundant and iconic wildlife. Two main
state trails (Arrowhead and Taconite)
intersect near here and local trails spread
in all directions (except to the BWCA),
allowing winter travel to scenic, remote
places that are otherwise inaccessible. And
many lakes, including Vermilion, have
staked trails for easy navigation and safer
travel.

Lake Vermilion isn't only fun in

the summer, thanks in part to the
hard work of the Vermilion Penguin
Snowmobile Club.

J4 ﬂmﬂiﬂn %ﬁ%
s

Snowmobile Club

The local piece of this network is made
possible by a dedicated, energetic and fun
bunch who call themselves the Vermilion
Penguin Snowmobile Club (VPSC), who
have been making winter more fun since

route, with a stop at a local establish-
ment for lunch. Everyone is welcome.

Funding comes from the Minnesota

1966. The Penguins groom 62 miles of grant-in-aid program, membership
land trails, stake 60 miles on Lake Vermilion, and dues (only $20), and donations. Every penny goes
maintain — with the generous permission of over to equipment and related expenses. Every minute of
50 private landowners — the Iron Ore Trail between hundreds of hours of labor is generously donated by
Tower and Embarrass, as well as a variety of trails club volunteers. None of this is cheap: groomers are
connecting the two main trails to the Lake and local $250Kk plus, and they need two plus drags and two
businesses. utility snowmobiles to groom lake portages, main-

tain trails, and so on.
The Penguins’ Lake Staking Day kicks off the winter

season and is cheered by many as a signal that the Snpwmobiling is Fritical to the local economy. o
lake is ready for winter travel and other uses. Watch ~ Without these trails, there would be far fewer dining
for it about Christmastime. and lodging places open in the winter and the local

economy would feel the loss. Snowmobiling pays
The Penguins’ annual Christmas party is open to the  the winter bills and keeps the lights on, so the entire
public and draws a big crowd. Follow their popular ~ community benefits. The Penguins do this out of love
Facebook page, Vermilion Penguins Snowmobile for the sport and the area. The camaraderie is a bo-
Club, for party details, weekly trail condition reports, nus. Michael Indihar, Penguins club president, says,
upcoming new logo wear store, and other useful and ~ “My family and I are very involved in the Penguins.
interesting information. For added fun, they have It is with great pride that we can give back to the
weekly family-style club rides. These are a great way ~ community in such a fun way.”
to ride safely with good company to new places.

Continued t page
Rides are on Saturdays and generally feature a looped ontintec on next pag
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Antique Angler: Making famlly memories

making family memories. It seems like when

families are at the lake, whether a cabin, resort
or home, they create long-term memories that peo-
ple remember and joke about for a
good portion of their lives. When
we introduce kids to fishing, it
needs to be uncomplicated. Create
realistic expectations so that you
do not discourage young anglers,
because it could be a difference be-
tween kindling a passion for fishing
or an aversion to the activity.

The Antique Angler here for another article on

The Antique Angler

The key to keeping kids interested is keeping them
actively engaged. Children are naturally curious; they
love to play in and on the water and are fascinated

by creatures they find there. Catching fish should not
be the focus of the outing. Plan a trip that includes
other activities like swimming, wildlife identification
and having fun. Introduce them to boating etiquette,
the safety aspects of being on a boat, and the need for
a life jacket.

When it comes to fishing, do not start kids with
cheap rods and reels. A light spin cast rod and reel
that works smoothly with 6-pound test will do nicely.
Remember children would rather catch a dozen
panfish in a half hour than wait for a larger fish.
Action is the most important - kids are easily bored
and distracted. A bobber and a small leech or worm
in shallow area usually works well for some action.
Teach them how to net a fish, they really enjoy that
even if they did not catch the fish. If you can, start

teaching kids that the enjoyment of the adventure is
not measured by the number or the size of the fish
you catch. This is a good lesson that many fishermen
never learn. Take their picture even if the fish is a
panfish.

If fishing is not great, change your approach, have

a food break, and spend time looking for wildlife.
Teach them how to take a picture of a loon. The last
thing you want is to bore the kids. Encourage them
to fish from the dock, too. When you see them learn-
ing on their own and asking a lot of questions, you
may have created a passion that will last a lifetime.

There is nothing better than making memories at the
lake.

Penguins...from page 22

The Penguins are not alone in this venture; the Cook
Timberwolves take care of the west end and local
trails. From there the network extends throughout
the entire state through the efforts of many other
local clubs.

Want to join this elite group of volunteers? Become
a member for only $20/family/year. The dues will be
put to good use. There are many volunteer oppor-
tunities, from clearing trails and staking the lake to

painting stakes and fundraising. It’s fun and will help
fight off that winter funk!

Visit www.vermilionpenguins.com for membership
and other useful information. Donations are accept-

ed, too!

Now that you know about Vermilion’s unique Pen-
guins, why not become one? It’s easy, fun, and you
will feel proud in helping the whole community.

www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org
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and volunteers to staff our important activities. We are grateful for their help.

spare, and for those who can make a larger time commitment.

218-979-7893 (cell) or Lemieux.andrine@gmail.com.

Volunteers Make the Difference

The Vermilion Lake Association has been fortunate over the years to have a dedicated group of leaders
Please consider joining this team. We have needs for both workers and leaders, for those with only a few hours to

If you think you may be interested, please contact Andrine Lemieux, VLA Volunteer Program Leader, at

— - —————————————— S e S = e e e e e e

Vermilion Lake Association
Lisa Tamte, Member Records ¢ P.O.Box 236 ¢ Cook MN 55723
ltamte@gmail.com e 612-475-3064

Membership year runs from January 1st - December 31st
[1 2025 New Member [ 2025 Renewal

Membership level
[J $20.00 Household
O $50.00 Business or Organization

Member Name

Spouse/Partner Name

Street

City State Zip

Email

Phone (optional)
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Become a Member

Join those who love Lake Vermilion as
much as you do. Help us continue the
many activities you’ve just read about.

Not sure? Check us out at our website
VermilionLakeAssociation.org. We're pret-
ty sure you'll like our vision for the future

and the work we have underway now to
make Lake Vermilion even better.

Please mail a check with the form
on this page or join at our website

using PayPal or a credit card.

The Vermilion Lake Association is
a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization.

Yes, You CAN Become a Member

You do not have to be a property own-
er, resident, or a fisherman to become a
member of the Vermilion Lake Associ-
ation. Anyone who cares about improv-
ing and protecting our lake for future
generations to continue to enjoy Lake
Vermilion can join. You will get four
colorful newsletters sent to your home
per year, informing you of volunteer
opportunities, protection efforts, and
other current happenings at the lake.




