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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

s I write this, we have seen the
Alast of the hummingbirds and

almost all the loons have left.
Docks and lifts are being taken out in
anticipation of the lake freezing over.

(Be sure to check them for zebra
mussels; see page 9.)

Lori Ptak
VLA Board Member/
Newsletter Volunteer

At our Annual Meeting this past July,
we celebrated 10 years of no new
Aquatic Invasive Species in Lake Vermilion. Well, I
must have forgotten to knock on wood, cross my fin-
gers, or throw salt over my shoulder when announc-
ing this, as we were informed on September 2 that
the DNR had found zebra mussel larvae, also known
as veligers, in one spot on Lake Vermilion. They have
now listed our lake as infested with zebra mussels.

This was the bad news. The good news is, so far, we
have not found adult zebra mussels in the lake. In
addition, research shows that veligers need calcium
at a higher level than Lake Vermilion’s to develop the
hard shells they need to become adults. Please see
our article on page 8 for more information.

But honestly, superstitions aside, this does not take
away from the fact that our organization, along with
North St. Louis County and the DNR, has done ev-
erything within our resources to keep zebra mussels
and other aquatic invasive species out of Lake Ver-
milion. We will continue to follow the science and
use the tools available to us to monitor our water.
Ultimately, it is up to the public to keep informed
and take all precautions to make sure no aquatic
hitchhikers are on their watercraft and equipment

before going to the next body of water.

You may have been following the news covering the
variance that U.S. Steel's Keetac mine is applying for
near Keewatin, Minn. The company is wanting to
raise the limit on the amount of sulphate they can
expel into the watershed. This has ramifications not
only for the health of wild rice, but ultimately for
the amount of mercury in the water and our fish.
While this is not an issue for Lake Vermilion’s wa-
tershed at this time, nearby Minntac mine permits
are a concern (seepage from Minntac mines reach
Lake Vermilion via the Sandy River). That is why
we are watching this issue closely for when Minntac
applies for new permits, most likely in the Spring of
2026. We will post important information on Face-
book, Instagram, or eVermilion as we learn more
about this process. If you haven't already signed up
for eVermilion email alerts, now would be a good
time to go to our website and enter your address at

https://www.vermilionlakeassociation.org.

We were saddened to hear of former board member
Marge McPeak’s passing on September 18, 2025,

at the age of 90. Marge moved to Lake Vermilion

in 1996 and was active in many Tower activities.
Marge helped in the early days of our AIS program,
organizing and storing informational brochures and
literature. Many thanks to Marge for her service.

In closing, I remind you to “Be like Bob” and invite
your neighbors and friends to join our lake associa-
tion!

Take care and enjoy the cool, crisp air!

Typography and design work by the Timberjay
Cover photo by Aaron Cabbage, VLA member

Content Editors: Terry Grosshauser, Fisheries Leader, and Lori Ptak, VLA President

We welcome your contributions! Have a "legend of the lake" to share? Is there a
topic you would like to see covered in a future issue? Send story ideas and photos
to Jessica at communications1@vermilionlakeassociation.org.

The Vermilion Lake Association newsletter is published quarterly and mailed to members.

Managing Editor: Jessica Templeton, VLA Communications Leader
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Vermilion Lake Assouatlon 2025 Annual Meeting

( :amp Vermilion was again at full capacity as
about 140 lake association members attended
the VLAs 57th Annual Meeting. VLA volun-

teers manned information tables highlighting our

initiatives, including the creation and maintenance
of shore lunch sites, fisheries, the annual loon count,
the Lake Steward program, water quality testing, and
work on preventing the spread of aquatic invasive
species into Lake Vermilion. Representatives from

Minnesota Lakes and Rivers, the Cook Lions Club,

and the U.S. Forest Service also had displays and

program information.

Following a delicious buffet of beef brisket, cali-

co beans, corn casserole, slaw, and chocolate chip
cookies, the meeting was called to order by President
Lori Ptak. The business meeting included approval
of the 2024 Annual Meeting minutes, the 2024-2025
Financial Report, and the Treasurer’s report. Then
came the election of board members. Renewing
their terms were Lori Ptak, Craig Beveroth, Dwight
Warkentin, and Mark Schmidt. Also approved was
new board member Kathy Moccio.

After the meeting, Sunny Lu-
cas, LaCroix District Ranger,
gave a presentation on the
U.S. Forest Service’s Fuel Re-
duction Projects in the Lake
Vermilion area. The purpose
of the project is to reduce
wildfire hazards and their
potential to damage proper-
ties by removing dead and
potentially dangerous fuels.
This includes cutting and : =

piling both dead trees and /?‘ 2N iy =

balsam fir, and then coming www.timberjay.com).

back the next year to burn the piles. The current i

project covers boat-access land only, stretching from After Sunny’s presentation, door prizes of donated

Wolf Bay in the west to Mud Creek in the east. After ~ SWa8 and cookies from Camp Vermilion, lake puz-
the presentation, Sunny answered questions from the zles from W.A. Fisher and local artist Thomas An-
audience and gave tips for property owners to help derson, and centerpieces made and donated by Terri
mitigate fire hazards. Recommendations included Heiman were raffled.

getting rid of dead balsams. For more descriptions of
the fire reductions project and a detailed map, see the
article printed in the Timberjay (search for "Meet-
ing highlights work to protect Lake Vermilion" on
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The board would like to thank all the members who
attended. Your participation and involvement help
keep our association strong and vital.



Results of the VLA's 2025 Loon Count

By Joanne Bergman, VLA Volunteer

Every year, a certain designated Monday in July

dawns under a level of apprehension among
veteran loon counters. Will today be a ‘go’?
If it’s rainy or if the water’s really choppy, no clear
loon sightings will be possible, and there will be no
accurate count of pairs, singles, and chicks. Plan B is
always to reschedule and attempt the count two days
hence.

This year, on Monday July 14, the sun rose over a
glassine lake with ideal visibility. Twenty-three boats
took 75 observers out on Vermilion. Smarts Bay and
Wolf Bay segments sighted the most loons, with 12
and 10 respectively.

Claire Zwieg, our local coordinator, reported 62
loons on the west end of the lake and 103 on the east
end, for a total of 165. This is down 28 loons from
2024, when our region suffered such devastating
flooding.

Observers counted 12 pairs

on the west end and 13 on the
east, 28 singles on the west and
61 on the east, and 10 chicks
on the west and 16 on the east
ends.

The annual Loon Count is an
exciting participatory ‘sport.

I call it a spectator sport, for
you never know what you’ll
see. Youre in the game and the
loons are, by happenstance, in
control of the outcome. You
think you've spotted one, but
your binoculars show the bird
~ to be a duck or a cormorant or
a floating chunk of driftwood.
In a later morning moment,
yes! It’s a pair! Even better,

= the pair has survived summer
storms with their vulnerable
offspring intact!

Anyone who keeps binoculars
on board the fishing or cruising boat may experience
the same thrill of excitement. Go ahead, snap a photo
without disturbing them. They trust us, and we re-
spect them as our beautiful and iconic state bird.

The Lake Vermilion Association and facilitators
Claire Zwieg and Jill Korpela-Bontems thank the

75 volunteers for their contributions of boats, time,
and energy. The Loon Count has been an important
measure of the health of our lake since 1983, when
the total count was 166.

The website for the Minnesota DNR Loon Watcher
Survey provides information, as does the loon moni-
toring program: www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/nongame.

Pictured is loon count volunteer Don Eisenhauer
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New Fishing Piers on Lake Vermilion

e are delighted to
share that the DNR
has recently installed

two new fishing piers on Lake
Vermilion. The first, at Pederson’s
Landing in the
Wakemup area,
has been in the
works for sev-

eral years, since
Dwight Warken-
tin and I applied
through the Tower
DNR Parks and
Trails to build a public fishing pier.
We proposed the site, and it was
added to a list of potential sites
statewide for fishing piers. This
spring, the DNR indicated that
the pier would be installed, and it
was built in September. There is a
wheelchair accessible path to the
pier, as well as some new parking.

Terry Grosshauser
VLA President

The DNR has funded this project
as part of the “Get Out MORE”
initiative by the DNR. The goal

of this initiative is to provide

a fishing pier that enables and
encourages anglers of all ages and
abilities to go fishing, and to par-
ticipate in organized fishing clinics
and events. The overarching aims
are to connect people to the out-
doors and encourage stewardship
with safe and convenient access to
public waters.

Additionally, the DNR has in-
stalled a new fishing pier at the
Tower campground by Hoodoo
Point. This site includes a nice,
covered picnic area with tables
next to the fishing pier. The DNR
will take responsibility for mainte-
nance of the structure and paths.

Above: The new fishing pier at Hoodoo Point.

Below: The Pederson Landing fishing pier.

This is exciting news for Lake
Vermilion, as these new piers will
enhance access to this great lake.
We owe a big thank you to MN-
FISH organization that was able
to work with the Legislature and

obtain funds for additional fish-
ing piers and shore fishing areas
around the state, along with a new

fish hatchery.
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Mercury Pollution: Why it
Matters for Lake Vermilion

ercury. What's all the
excitement about this
silvery-white, shiny, me-

tallic element? Mercury, chemical
symbol Hg, occurs naturally in the
Earth’s crust usually as the vi-
brant red mineral cinnabar (HgS).
At room temperature, mercury

is liquid and
evaporates into
a colorless,
odorless vapor,
and at higher
temperatures, it
is more volatile
and can become
a gas, and it’s
highly toxic in

any form.

Craig Beveroth
VLA Board Member/
Water Quality Leader

Historically, mercury has been
used in thermometers, barom-
eters, electrical switches, fluo-
rescent lighting, batteries, gold
extraction (amalgamation), and
dental fillings. Exposure can lead
to neurological and kidney dam-
age, heart disease, and changes in
vision and hearing. Mercury poi-
soning has been known to cause
tremors, memory loss, and mood
swings.

In the environment, mercury can
bioaccumulate in the food chain,
notably in fish and marine life.
Mercury can enter lake water in
several ways:

» atmospheric deposition re-
sulting from volcanic eruptions,
weathering of rock, coal burning
power plants, and waste inciner-

ators. Once in the atmosphere,
mercury can travel thousands of
miles on air currents before being
deposited into water bodies.

» runoft from mining activities,
contaminated soils, and agricul-
tural fields.

» direct discharges from industri-
al wastewater.

Once in the lake, mercury can un-
dergo a chemical change. With the
help of bacteria in the sediment
that convert sulphate (SO4-2)

to sulfide (S-2), where it’s usu-

ally a low-oxygen environment,
methylation occurs transforming
elemental mercury into the or-
ganic compound methylmercury.
Methylmercury is much more
toxic than elemental mercury, and
it's the only form of mercury that
contaminates fish. Low pH, organ-
ic matter, and high temperatures
exacerbate this process.

After methylmercury is formed,
it begins to bioaccumulate and
biomagnify in the food chain.

Biomagnification is the process

in which mercury concentration
increases as it moves up the food
chain from zooplankton to bait
fish to predatory fish (like walleye
and northern pike) to birds, mam-
mals, and then to humans. It's not
uncommon for large predatory
fish to have mercury content in
their tissue 1000 times higher than
concentrations in the water.

Bioaccumulation is the process
in which aquatic organisms such
as fish absorb methylmercury
through their gills and/or food
(see the graphic on next page).
The Minnesota Department of
Health (MDH) recommends one
serving per week of game fish for
individuals who are older than
age 15, not pregnant or planning
to become pregnant, and are not
breast feeding. Outside of this
group, the recommendation is
once per month.

In our part of the world, the
Northern Lakes Scientific Advi-
sory Panel (NLSAP) has shown
that mining exposes sulphate-rich
rock to rain and oxygen which, in
turn, forms sulphate. This sul-
phate washes from tailings and
leaches from tailings ponds into
nearby water sheds. The NLSAP
identified two tailings basins near

Continued on next page
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Virginia where sulphate pollution originates.

For Vermilion, the sulphate problem begins in
Mountain Iron and makes its way into the lake via
the Pike River, which enters Vermilion’s Pike Bay un-
der the bridge on County Road 77. Seasonal readings
of sulphate for 2025 at this location range from 86
parts per million (ppm) in the spring to 29 ppm this
fall. For fish consumption, we would like to see this
value in single digits.

The problem will worsen until the mines stop the

Graphic provided by Dr. Eric Morrison, Northern Lakes Scientific Advisory Panel

sulphate pollution, and this will only happen if the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) enacts
and enforces strong wastewater permits. This may be
happening in early 2026 as the MPCA evaluates the
Minntac wastewater permit. There should be a 90-
day public comment period about the permit after
it's drafted by the MPCA. During this period, those
concerned about sulphate pollution and its effects
upon Vermilion fish and fish consumption should
make their voices heard.

Dock Signs Show Member Support for our Mission.... to protect and improve

4 )

MEMBER OF

ﬁVERMILION
LAKE ASSOCIA"TION
w_

to protect and improve

htt

& J

The 12x18 inch sign is de-
signed to attach in either
corner of dock front with
self-tapping sheet metal screws
or stainless hose clamps.

Some members are choosing

to mount them on their boat
houses as well, or even at the
entrance of a driveway. These
striking aluminum signs with
UV protection can be ordered at

s://www.vermilionlakeassociation.org/merchandise/membership-signs/
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AlS Update: Zebra Mussel Larvae

Found in Lake Vermilion

e were all saddened
by the DNR’s recent |
report that zebra

mussel veligers (larvae) had been
discovered during routine tows
for zooplankton in Vermilion
and Lake Kabetogama, as well as
nearby Crane and
Namakan lakes.
Zebra mussels
have now spread
to all 10 of Min-
| | nesota’s largest
“4 | lakes, which
Neney Wetkins | produce nearly
AIS Co-Leader half the walleye
caught each year
by the state’s anglers. If the larvae are able to mature
and establish substantial colonies, the ecological
damage to aquatic life and fish habitat will be sub-
stantial.

Though the findings are concerning, we are hopeful
this does not represent the presence of a healthy,
reproducing colony of zebra mussels. Most recent
studies suggest they need a higher water calcium
level of around 15 mg/liter to make their shells and
survive. Vermilion’s levels have been measured by the
Vermilion Lake Association and have ranged from
9.5 to 12.5 mg/liter, comparable to the DNR’s 2020 to
2023 data.

In addition, the VLA has conducted veliger tows for
the last four years in areas where the calcium levels
are slightly higher, especially where East Two Riv-
ers empties into Pike Bay. Those samples have been
negative. Sampler plates have been placed in eleven
locations across the lake and are checked in Septem-
ber. It is somewhat reassuring that the number of
veligers that were found was extremely low and in
one location by Spider Island in the east bay. A team
of divers from the DNR conducted an underwater
search around Spider and Stonich islands on August
10. No adult mussels were found.

Keith Reeves, Area Fisheries Supervisor with the
DNR, says, "From a fish management perspective,
we see continued signs of a strong Lake Vermilion
fishery. Given that the Lake Vermilion fishery is in
great shape and zebra mussels don’t do so well in
low-calcium lakes like Vermilion, we optimistically
anticipate no major effects to the fishery."

It is also worth noting that veligers were found
several years ago in both Rainy Lake and Lake of the
Woods, and, to date, mature colonies have not been
found. We are hoping for the best. It is critical that
we take actions to prevent the introduction of adult
zebra mussels or additional veligers to the lake.

The preventative measures cannot be repeated
enough: clean, drain, and dry when you remove your
boat from any lake. Drain all water by removing
drain plugs and keeping them out during transport.
Remove aquatic vegetation from your watercraft and
trailers. Dispose of unwanted bait in a bait disposal
station or trash. These steps are required by law. De-
contamination strategies such as using a high-pres-
sure washer or rinsing with hot water at a decon-
tamination station are other options. Please help us
to prevent AIS from further infesting our beautiful
lakes.
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How can you monitor for zebra mussels?

all is a good time to check for zebra mussels. When removing your dock and other water-
craft in preparation for the winter, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR)

recommends the following:

Visually inspect hard surfaces for zebra mussels such as docks, dock floats and supports, swim-
ming platforms, boats, motors, anchors, and any objects that have been in the lake or river for
the summer. Check areas where zebra mussels may be attached, such as trim tabs, rubber gaskets,
grooves along the keel of pontoon boats and sailboat centerboards.

During early infestation, zebra mussels are likely to be small (%-% inch long) and the number
attached on any object is likely to be low. You can also examine hard surfaces along the shoreline
such as rocks and other hard surfaces especially near water entrances, boat launches.

If you spot zebra mussels, complete an online Volunteer Monitor Report Form for the DNR:

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/volunteering/zebramussel monitoring/report.html

Thank you for your efforts to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species!

Board of Directors and Officers 2025 - 2026

Cook

Terry Grosshauser, Fisheries Leader, Oak Narrows, 218-666-0580,
608-207-1509, terrygrosshauser@gmail.com

Eric Hanson, Head-0-Lakes Bay, 218-666-5478, 218-780-1563,
eric@pehrsonlodge.com

Kelly Ludlow, Secretary, Oak Narrows, 218-235-7775,
secretary@vermilionlakeassociation.org

Pat Michaelson, Vice-President, Waconda Bay, 612-306-7702,
Imichaelson@gmail.com

Kathy Moccio, Head-0-Lakes Bay

Mark Schmidt, Treasurer, Head-0-Lakes/Richie Bay, 612-810-4570,
bigwalleye55@gmail.com

Lisa Tamte, Member Records, 612-475-3064, ltamte@gmail.com

Dwight Warkentin, Niles Bay, dhwarkentin@hotmail.com

Tower

Craig Beveroth, Water Quality Leader, Pike Bay, 952-428-9155,
cheveroth@comcast.net

Sara Bright, Lake Steward Program Leader, Smarts Bay,
VLALakeSteward@gmail.com

Gary Haugen, AIS Co-Leader, Big Bay,
612-720-2853, 218-753-3021, ghmedrep@gmail.com

Andrine Lemieux, Volunteer Coordinator,

volunteercoordinator@vermilionlakeassociation.org

Jerry Lepper, Daisy Bay, 218-753-2629,
218-404-2320, jnclep4@frontiernet.net

Lori Ptak, President, Bystrom Bay,

president1@vermilionlakeassociation.org

Jessica Templeton, Communications Leader, Frazer Bay,
icati vermilionlakeassociation.or

Nancy Watkins, AIS Co-Leader, 320-291-2363,
2bitfarm@gmail.com

John Yocum, Boating/Fishing, Daisy Bay, 407-873-3883,
snootman(@aol.com
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33rd Annual Lake Vermilion
Antique & Classic Boat Show

By Sandy Jackson, Jeff Larson and Dana Hein

erfect weather was the theme of this year’s
Labor Day Weekend boat show! Our three-day

event started on Friday with a “Welcome to
the Lake” open house hosted by Vermilion Classic
Boatworks. A wide range of classic boats and nine
“Vermilion Survivor” boats were on official display,
each with a story to tell.

Saturday morning was the boat flotilla, starting at
Ludlow’s Resort, with 10 beauties heading out and
traveling into Frazer Bay where many people were
waiting and waving to us from their docks as we
drove by. We all felt like rock stars! Along the way,
more boats joined in and then we traveled to Wolf
Bay Restaurant for a great lunch.

That evening, Mark & Sally Ludlow hosted the

Captain’s dinner, with everyone being picked up by
pontoon or traveling by boat and treated to a won-
derful dinner and cocktails on their offshore prop-
erty. As the party came to a close, departing guests

were treated to a gorgeous Vermilion sunset. Many
thanks to Captain Steve for his 360 degree “pon-
toon-around” for all to see the sun drop behind the
pine-studded shoreline.

Sunday;, the official show day didn’t disappoint with
more glorious weather and calm winds. The docks
were full to capacity with boats, and attendees en-
joyed unique, interesting boats from 1895 to 2016
and lengths 10’ to a 32 footer.

Lake Vermilion Boat Show presented Lori Ptak,
President of the Vermilion Lake Association, with a
check for $1,200 for continued stewardship of Lake
Vermilion. For all of us boating enthusiasts, we really
appreciate the Lake Association in helping us under-
stand what it takes for our beautiful lake to remain
healthy and viable. Thank you!

We want to thank all sponsors for their participation,
the boat captains, and their families. Without their

Continued on next page
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efforts, we would not have been
able to provide such a fantastic
weekend.

And a sincere Thank You to our
hosts Matt Litherland and Sah-
and Elmtalab, owners of both The
Landing Restaurant and Moose-
birds, along with all their friendly
staft!

The winners of 2025

Captain’s Choice Award: “Run-
ning Wild” is a completely re-
stored 1928 22" CC Cadet with CC
M, home port of Cannon Falls,
Minnesota and owned by Don
Dineson. Shown by Joel & Michele
Lamanski.

Peoples’ Choice Award: “Flat
Bottom Girl” is a refurbished 1972
10’ G-W Invader with a 1965 35hp
Mercury, home port Lake Ver-
milion and owned by 16 year-old
Sawyer LeDoux.

Honorary Award: An award “In
Special Recognition of Continued
Support of and Contribution to
the Lake Vermilion Boat Show”
was given to Paul Johnson and
“Rapture,” a beautifully main-

tained 1939 19” CC Custom The date for next year’s show is Sunday, September 6, 2026. Anyone
Runabout with CC 283, home port interested in displaying their antique or classic boat, whether it’s
Ely, Minnesota. Thank you and wood, fiberglass or homebuilt, please contact

congratulations Paul!
lakevermilionboatshow@aol.com for more information.

Support the Vermilion Lake Association
Help Us Make a Beautiful Lake Even Better!
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Updates from the Lake Steward Program

he VLA Lake Steward Program seeks to highlight

I lake properties which exhibit good stewardship of

shoreline and upland areas to protect water quality

and habitat in our lake. Lake Stewards are awarded a sign to

post along their shore to indicate their stewardship and provide
an example to others.

Good stewardship consists of the
following:

» Maintaining septic systems accord-
ing to best practices

» Managing stormwater runoff to
minimize organic particulates washing
into the lake from hard surfaces (buildings,
patios, etc.)
Sara Bright » Maintaining a 20-50’ unmowed

oard Member/
Lake Steward Program | buffer of plants, trees/shrubs and grasses
Leader along the shore (except for approach to

docks or swim area)
» Minimizing use of fertilizers and broadcast pesticides/

herbicides

» Keeping pet waste, fire pit ashes, and lawn clippings
away from the lakeshore

> Allowing aquatic plants to remain in the water along
the shore (except for dock or swim area)

» Minimizing the use of riprap and allowing plants to
grow within

The VLA approach is to assess properties against the
best stewardship practices, recommend strategies to mitigate
structural impacts (rainwater run-off from boathouse roof,
impervious pathways, etc.), and balance that with how the
property is used, allowing for older building practices.

Interested in becoming a Lake Steward or . .
seeking consultation on how to improve your proper- Quiz or contact Sara Bright, Lake Steward Leader at

ty toward better stewardship? Take the Lake Steward LakeSteward@VermilionLakeAssociation.org.

Dwight Warkentin and Rachel Rushing were certified
as Lake Stewards this summer.

Be a lake steward!

re you curious about whether your property qualifies for a Lake Steward
award or are you looking for ideas to improve alignment to best stewardship
STEWARD practices? Visit the VLA website and take the “Are You a Lake Steward?”

cLEAN waTER  [ERNaE
HEALTHY HABITAT

o7

 LAKE

https://www.vermilionlakeassociation.org/other-programs/become-a-lake-steward/

Funding
provided by: VERMILION

We are always looking for volunteers for the Lake Steward program. We will provide
training and mentoring to all new volunteers.

Contact Sara Bright, Lake Steward Program Leader:
lakesteward@vermilionlakeassociation.or
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Shore Lunch Site

By Mike Ptak, VLA Volunteer

nce again, summer has
come to a close. Our
shore lunch sites were a

popular destination for many lake
visitors and cabin owners. They
continue to be a well-used feature
of our lake. Many thanks to our
volunteers who monitor and help
maintain these sites. An example
of how our VLA members sup-
port these sites is apparent after

a member called to inform us of

a fallen tree across the trail lead-
ing to the latrines at one of the
Norwegian Bay sites. Once it was
brought to our attention, the shore
lunch leader on the west end went
out with visitors and his chainsaw
to clear the trail.

If you see an issue at one of our this would be possible. Please con-

shore lunch sites, please call Mike  sider volunteering in some capaci-

Ptak at 612-986-7984. ty to help keep Lake Vermilion the
gem that it is.

a3 % L

Without our volunteers, none of

Contact Andrine at volunteercoordinator@vermilionlakeassociation.org

if you are interested in any of our many volunteer opportunities.

A map of all our shore lunch sites can be found at
https://www.vermilionlakeassociation.org/.

Tributes and Dedications

The VLA is grateful for the Chris Nicklow Marcia DeGroot
gifts given in honor of friends
and loved ones, as well as

those given in memory of dear Grant Hughes of Muskego Point  Mona Jarnstrom & Loyd Bullert
friends and family who have  Resort

passed. Gifts have been given Sara & David Bright

in gratitude for and remem- Hobey Swoyer Valda Kuharski

brance of the following people: Jerry Nagorski

Gerry Herringer Michael W. Hatlestad

Visitors to the Tower Café
Jim Heglund

You can make a donation online at:

https://www.vermilionlakeassociation.org/get-involved/donate/
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The Minnesota Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) muskie technical committee
has developed a statewide management plan
for muskellunge (Esox masquinongy) in Minnesota
through 2040, building on previous plans from 1986,
1994, and 2008. The plan, which incorporates the
latest research, the DNR’s management experience,

W AiIhnesow?’s 15 Vear Muslde ‘[?D

and stakeholder input, sets long-
term goals for quality muskellunge
populations, including: 1) sustain
muskellunge populations for quality
angling; 2) improve fingerling and
yearling production; 3) manage hy-
brid muskellunge in the Twin Cities
metropolitan area; and 4) enhance

Terry Grosshauser
VLA Board Member

outreach and education on muskel-
lunge’s role in fish ecosystems.

There is also a strong focus on improving the
fisheries in Mille Lacs, Lake Vermilion, and Lake

LT

Minnetonka. These “core lakes” are essential to the
quality of Minnesota’s muskellunge program and
represent the three largest muskellunge-stocked
waters in Minnesota. Although muskellunge popu-
lations within all three lakes are well known to have
big fish potential, Mille Lacs and Vermilion have
consistently produced world-class trophy specimens.
Historically, these waters have absorbed substantial
fishing pressure due to their unique size, habitat
characteristics, geographic locations, and the excep-
tional fisheries.

However, in the last 15 years, anglers and the citizen
northern pike/muskellunge species workgroup have
increasingly voiced displeasure with muskellunge
fishing in Mille Lacs, Vermilion, and Minnetonka. In
2024, public input was requested. In addition to sur-

Continued on next page
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» Protect muskie habitats.

» Support efforts to reduce water pollution, including by
keeping your property’s shoreline natural.

» Use appropriate gear.

» To minimize damage to the fish, use strong, sharp
hooks. Try to use single, rather than treble, hooks.

» Use slings or large, coated landing nets and long-nose
pliers to safely handle muskies.

» Minimize handling time.
» Muskies are oxygen-sensitive, and quick release is
crucial. Limit their time out of the water to less than 30

seconds.

» Wet your hands before touching the fish to protect its
slime coat.

» When cradling a musky, hold it horizontally, not verti-

Best Practices for Muskie Conservation

cally.

» Revive the fish before release. Swing the fish gently back
and forth to run water through its gills.

» Fish responsibly.

» Do not fish for muskies when water temperatures are
warm (e.g. above 75 degrees Fahrenheit).

» Any fish caught in depths of greater than 25 feet are
likely to suffer barotrauma and will likely die if released.
Catch and release fishing should not be practiced in deep-
er water.

» The long-standing hunting principle of “fair chase,” or
not taking unfair advantage of a game animal, also applies
to fishing. Studies indicate that forward-facing sonar tech-
nologies are placing significant pressure on trophy fish.
Refrain from sharpshooting (using technology to target
individual fish), avoid spawning fish, and do not harass
any fish that shows no interest in eating.

Muskie...from previous page

vey questions, participants were encouraged to share
their thoughts in two essay-style sections of the sur-
vey; 3,782 comments were submitted. Respondents
frequently cited growing fishing pressure for muskel-
lunge, crowded lakes, and declining populations of
muskellunge in most waters. Mille Lacs, Vermilion,
and Minnetonka were cited, far more frequently than
any other lakes, as waters in need of specific man-
agement action or fishery improvement. Specifically,
the large number of anglers that historically utilized
the core lakes changed fishing habits and locations as
the angling experience declined. This concentrated a
disproportionate number of anglers onto the re-
maining smaller waters, resulting in negative angling
experiences.

One of the main tools for fishery improvement

will be the utilization of yearling muskellunge for
stocking. In Lake Vermilion, the DNR will continue
stocking 3,000 fingerlings annually (with an option
for supplemental stocking of up to 2,000 additional
fingerlings in any two-year window) until the pro-
posed population estimate in 2027-2028, after which
stocking plans, rates, and life stages will be reevalu-
ated.

Significantly, the DNR does not know what level of
natural reproduction is occurring in Lake Vermil-
ion. Some estimates, based on limited data, indicate
a significant portion of the muskie population in
Vermilion is from natural reproduction. While this
is a guess, indications of natural reproduction are
encouraging for muskie anglers. Fall fingerling sur-
vival through one year is very low, at 3%. Survival/
recruitment rates of yearlings versus fall fingerlings
is expected to be 5 times greater, so this will be an
important improvement to the effectiveness of the
state’s stocking program. Full realization of increas-
ing the yearling stocking will require a new fish
hatchery using aquaculture to produce the yearlings,
like in other states, as opposed to the use of rearing
ponds.

Vermilion has been a trophy lake, but the increased
catch and release due to forward facing technology
could be harming trophy fish. You can protect the
larger fish by refraining from muskie fishing during
warm water times, using appropriate release/han-
dling procedures, and avoiding potential barotrauma
from catching fish in water deeper than 25 feet.

www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org 15




7 W

w Pladaet B

W

- H""’
5 |

Bl

The Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) has
outlined its plans for fisheries
management on Lake Vermilion for
the next three years. Key plans in-
clude creel surveys, a muskie popu-
lation estimate exercise, a new Lake
Vermilion work group, and pro-
posed guidelines that would create a
year-round bass season.

Creel Survey Planned for 2026

Creel surveys, a fisheries management technique
involving interviews with anglers, are usually taken
by two DNR employees who pull up to boats with
anglers and ask how long they have been fishing,
how many fish and how many different species have

Terry Grosshauser
VLA Board Member

DNR Fisheries Team Sets Future
Plans for Lake Vermilion

photo by Michael
Holeton, courtesy
s, of Gail Wolkey

they caught. Sometimes airplanes are used to deter-
mine how many boats are fishing on the lake. When
the data is analyzed, the DNR can get information
including harvest size and the distribution of several
important species of fish, as well as fishing quality
and recreational pressure on a lake.

Muskie Estimate
Planned for 2027

In 2027, muskies will be trapped in the spring to
assess feasibility of mark and recapture techniques
to obtain adult population estimates. Since 2017, all
stocked muskies have been implanted with pit tags,
which assign each muskie a number linking to data

Continued on next page
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DNR Vermilion Plans...from previous page

on when they were stocked and their original size.
The DNR has pit tag readers to read the information
on each muskie. The DNR will also compare the
number of muskies with pit tags to those without,

as fish without pit tags indicate that there is natural
reproduction in Lake Vermilion. The DNR will use
this information to estimate the population and de-
termine stocking plans for muskies in the future.

Lake Vermilion Work Group

In 2028, the DNR will have the latest creel survey,
walleye fall netting, and data on the muskie trap
netting to present to the Lake Vermilion workgroup
for public input. The Lake Vermilion work group will
be formed with approximately 20 people, including
representatives of the Vermilion Lake Association,
guides, resorts, state work group areas, and the pub-
lic. Every species is reviewed by the DNR with the
work group, including some non-fishery subjects of
relevance to the lake. In the last work group, the slot
for walleyes was moved from 18 to 26 inches to 20 to
26 inches. Muskie stocking will be key topic for this

group (see the related article on page 14).

Potential New Bass
Regulations Statewide

Proposed expedited rules will adjust the inland
waters fishing regulations for bass by creating a year-
round continuous bass season. Portions of the con-
tinuous season will be catch-and-release only, while
other portions will allow for bass harvest. All the
current harvest and catch-and-release-only bass sea-
son periods will remain in place. The current closed
season periods will transition to an open catch-and-
release season.

If you would like to comment on the proposed bass
regulations, please email shannon.fisher@state.mn.us
by 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 23, 2025. Please
mention Bass Season Rules in the subject or body of
your correspondence.

Get your VLA dock sign

[ MEMBER OF

VERMILION
LAKE ASSOCI%TION
EST-1968

to protect and improve

\

N

J

The 12x18 inch sign is designed to
attach in either corner of dock front
with self-tapping sheet metal screws
or stainless hose clamps. Some mem-
bers are choosing to mount them

on their boat houses as well, or even
at the entrance of a driveway. These
striking aluminum signs with UV pro-
tection can be ordered at

https://www.vermilionlakeassociation.org/merchandise/membership-signs/
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Take a Hike: Join the
Vermilion Area Actlwty Club

utumn has arrived, and for many the fun is

just beginning on Lake Vermilion! While we

all love summer on the lake, the changing
leaves and cooler days mean it is prime time to get
into the woods. The area around Lake Vermilion
offers an exceptional array of trails ranging from easy
walks to strenuous hikes. Many are
best explored in the autumn and
winter, when the wildlife is abun-
dant and the mosquitoes are not.

If you want to get out on the trails
and meet new people, check out
the Vermilion Area Activity Club.
This informal group was started
three years ago by Lisa Ledman and
Laura Ricker McMahon, when Lisa
posted a message on Facebook to see if anyone was
interested in starting a group for outdoor activities.
Laura responded, and since then, Lisa and Laura
have organized hikes on most Sundays throughout
the fall and winter months.

Jessica Templeton
VLA Communications
Leader

“Typically, we hike in the months when there are no
bugs,” says Lisa, and except for occasional bike rides,
they take a break during the summer months. “In the
winter we do snowshoeing and cross-country skiing.
We just put it out there and anyone can join. It is just
for fun. We often help with trail clean-up, too.” The
group has worked on the Ancient Cedars, Pine Ridg-
es, and Howard Wagoner ski trails in Tower, among
others.

“Ancient Cedars is really pretty,” Lisa says. She also
loves some of the trails in the Lake Vermilion-Sou-
dan Underground Mine State Park. The Onamani
Overlook Trail “is really nice if you need an easy
hike” She cautions that the Bass Lake trail near Ely

is challenging: “Don’t take anyone there who can’t go
for over three hours.” Nevertheless, the group tackled
the trail in September, taking about three and a half
hours to walk the six-mile loop.

Lisa emphasizes that they are an informal group,

“not experts, just people who like to get together and
hike,” so it would be a good idea to check into the
trail ahead of time if you want information about
levels of difficulty. Plans are announced on the clubs
Facebook page, along with basic information about
what to bring. “We will usually say if you need to
wear orange or bring food. I always recommend
water, no matter how long the hike.”

Lisa is looking forward to the winter season, as well,
and said the club uses the Howard Wagoner Trail
near Tower for cross-country skiing. They have also
gone snowshoeing (with permission) on private
property near Lisa’s home, on designated trails near

Continued on next page
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Meet our Newest Board Member

to welcome Kathleen (Kathy) Moccio to the

The Vermilion Lake Association is delighted
VLA’ Board of Directors!

Kathy is an attorney who
represented individuals
and corporations navi-
gating the complex maze
of U.S. immigration

law and policy. Clients
ranged from detained
children who arrived
alone at the border to

_ multinational corpora-

o tions. The legal services
she provided varied from
direct representation be-

Kathy Moccio

fore the government to volunteering with legal-med-
ical collaboratives that serve the unmet needs of the
immigrant community.

Kathy retired from the Binger Center for New
Americans, University of Minnesota Law School,

in 2022. Since then, she has enjoyed spending more
time with her family at their cabin on Anselmo
Island in Head of Lakes Bay. She enjoys cooking and
has been having fun learning to smoke meats. Kathy
also enjoys floral design and long boat rides with
friends and family (husband Vince, and children Joe,
Vincent, Andrew, and Emily). Kathy initially volun-
teered with Vermilion Lake Association on a shore
lunch project. She then began serving as an Ambas-
sador to the resorts and has contributed to the VLA’
newsletter.

Hiking...from previous page

Tower, and in the State Park. Lisa says they may ven-
ture out to some trails near Ely this winter, if condi-
tions permit.

Most activities take place on Sunday afternoons,
starting around 1 or 2 pm. “It’s a laid-back club. Peo-
ple walk at different paces. There’s going to be some
in the front, some in the back, and that’s just the way

>

it is. We just try to get people doing things outdoors.

For more information about the Vermilion Area
Activity Club, check out their Facebook page. We
would love to hear about your favorite hikes and
other outdoor activities for autumn and winter!
Please send your photos and recommendations to
communicationsl @vermilionlakeassociation.org.

Vermilion Lake Association

Caps Now
Available

Wear your new hat proudly to show your support for your lake association. The price is right!

Cap prices are $20, plus $7 shipping per order. When you order 3 or more, the shipping will be
$9.00. Free local pickup is available.

Order online at www.vermilionlakeassociation.org/merchandise/caps/

For more information, contact Jerry via email at jnclep4@frontiernet.net

www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org




Many hands make light work:
Celebrating the VLA's 2025 volunteers

n June 26th, the Vermilion Lake Associa-

tion hosted its annual volunteer recognition

gathering, where we thank those who volun-
teered with us the previous year, and team members
get the chance to catch up with
friends and fellow team members.
With no flood waters to contend
with this year, the celebration went
off without a hitch. Good food was
provided by the amazing staff at
Camp Vermilion. Like last year,
those who had volunteered for 5
years received a VLA coffee mug in
recognition of their dedication.

Andrine Lemieux
VLA Board Member/
Volunteer Coordinator

By the time you read this, we will be well into the
fall's annual display of colors. Winter will soon be
upon us. In addition to planning your garden for
next summer, you may want to think about volun-
teering with the VLA. While we welcome volunteers
for all our programs, there are a few that are especial-
ly interested in finding additional volunteers.

The loon and cormorant count is by far the most
popular program at the VLA. While we have been
blessed to have an abundance of volunteers for the
count (and currently have a waiting list of potential
counters), we hope to find a volunteer interested in
becoming an in-house loon specialist. A loon spe-
cialist does not need a degree in ornithology, nor do
they need years of professional work as a loon expert.
All that is needed is a passion to learn about loons
and the courage to reach out to loon experts for
guidance and mentoring.

Protecting Lake Vermilion’s water isn’t something
that one or two of our programs do during the sum-
mer months. It takes all of us doing what we can with
our very own properties. The Lake Steward program
provides education and a highly personalized review

Andrine Lemieux

of property-owners’ land. The team helps people
understand their shorelines and how their practices
maintaining the property can help or hurt the lake’s
water quality, fish, and wildlife. The Lake Steward
program could use a few more hands to help make
these visits across both the east and west ends of the
lake.

Finally, protecting our lake means that sometimes
dirty work must be done. Cleaning bait boxes around
the lake is necessary, but on hot August days it’s not
very pleasant. While the summer fishing season

is nearing the end, next summer we need to find
volunteers willing to take on this task. For much of
this summer, one intrepid volunteer was driving over
a hundred miles a week to manage this task alone. If
you live near one of our many boat launches with a
bait box, consider volunteering for this task.

If you think that you might be interested in helping with these or any other VLA program contact Andrine
Lemieux at volunteercoordinator@vermilionlakeassociation.org. Have a happy and healthy winter!
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Thanks to our 2025 Volunteers

Annual Meeting 2025

Michaelson, Pat -
Co-Leader

Heimann, Terrie -
Co-Leader

Heimann, Jeft

Lepper, Jerry

Ludlow, Kelly-Co-Leader

Ptak, Lori
Rushing, Rachel
Schmidt, Mark
Schmidt, Barbara
Tamte, Lisa

Wade, Ellen

Antique Boat Show
Grosshauser, Terry
Haugen, Gary
Ptak, Lori

Ptak, Mike
Warkentin, Dwight

Yocum, Jaynee

Yocum, John

Aquatic Invasive Species
(AIS)

Haugen, Gary -
Co-Leader

Watkins, Nancy -
Co-Leader

Ankrum, Howard
Bryers, Rob
Clines, Larry
Condon, Pat
Esbensen, George
Dinsmore, Jason

Gibbs, Rob

Heimann, Jeff
Heimann, Terrie
Jackson, Byron
Jackson, Penny

Knox, Tom

Korpela-Bontems, Jill

Laurinaitis, Julie
Lovgren, Jeft
Lovgren, Kathy
Marxhausen, Ann
Marxhausen, John
McNamara, Bob
Oberstar, Paul
Oberstar, Sally
Patterson, Rick
Patterson, Sharon
Peach, Dick
Pohlman, Bob
Siskar, Frank
Souja, Wayne
Vohs, Richard
Watkins, Doug
Welke, Wayne
Ulseth, Robert
Zigler, Sandy

Board Members
Beveroth, Craig
Bright, Sara
Grosshauser, Terry
Hanson, Eric
Hanson, Mary
Haugen, Gary

Lemieux, Andrine

Lepper, Jerry
Ludlow Kelly
Michaelson, Pat
Moccio, Kathy
Ptak, Lori
Schmidt, Mark
Tamte, Lisa
Templeton, Jessica
Warkentin, Dwight
Watkins, Nancy

Yocum, John

Communications

Templeton, Jessica -
Leader

Bergman, Joanne
Cabbage, Aaron
DeAngelo, Alan
Grosshauser, Terry
Kania, Aaron
Lenertz, Steve
Michaelson, Pat
Moccio, Kathy
Ptak, Lori
Sederstrom, Noel

Yocum, John

Donor Volunteers
Cownie, Jim
Cownie, Patty
Mubhich, Denise
Muhich, Mark
Niepagen, Anne
Niepagen, Lee

www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org

Olson, Eric

Olson, Karen

Fisheries

Grosshauser, Terry -
Leader

Eisenhauer, James
Peach, Richard
Riggs, Michael
Wade, Al
Warkentin, Dwight
Wellman, Brian

Yocum, John

Lake Steward & Shoreline
Restoration

Bright, Sara - Leader
French, Hugh

Forester, Jeff

Lanigan, Kevin

Larson, Sue

Suoja, Wayne

Loon & Cormorant Count

Korpela-Bontems, Jill -
East Leader

Zwieg, Claire -
West Leader

Allen, Jerry

Allen, Lori
Anderson, Joann
Anderson, Warren
Annen, Valerie
Begich, Ann
Begich, Thomas

Bergman, Joanne

Continued on next page
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Volunteers...from previous page

Beveroth, Carol
Beveroth, Craig
Bies, Charles
Bies, Susan
Blackwell, Laura
Blackwell, Tom
Bonicatto, Marsha
Bontems, Jerry
Botruft, Barry
Botruff, Penny
Boutto, Barb
Bremer, Corliss
Bremer, Melvin
Buccicone, Jenny
Conger, Bailey
Conger, Bill
Cooney, Tom
Cooney, Terri
Duncan, Jeftrey
Duncan, Pam
Dunphy, Steven
Fergeson, Carol
Eisenhauer, Betsy
Enroth, Gerald
Freeman, Linda
Freeman, Roger
Gabor, Michael
Gabor, Shannon
Grosshauser, Bonnie
Grosshauser, Terry
Harelstad, Mark
Hertog, Gary
Hoffman, Ali
Holmes, Sali

Holmes, Stephen
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Housenga, Pauly
Hujanen, Alvin
Hujanen, Florette
Jeske, Greta
Johnson, Mariliyn
Kurtz, David
Larson, Sue
Leciejewski, Val
Lenertz, Steve
Levy, Mary
Lindberg, Reany
Lindberg, Steve
Lipton, Steve
Lipton, Susan
Marbaker, Dottie
Marbaker, William
McGillivray, Elaine
McGillivray, Peter
Miesel, Keith
Moccio, Kathleen
Moore, Rick
Moore, Susan
Nelson, Heidi
Nelson, Norm
Ojala, Linda

Orr, Alan

Orr, Karen
Panichi, Joe
Panichi, Kathy
Parkes, Ann
Pohlman, Bob
Pohlman, Kathy
Ptak, Lori

Ptak, Michael
Sawatzky, Bubba

Schultz, Mark
Schultz, Sandy
Slick, Christina
Smith, Sharon
Suoja, Wayne
Taitt, James
Tode, Bruce
Twite, Denise
Twite, Robin
Ulseth, Judy
Ulseth, Robert
Villnow, Dan
Villnow, Liz
Walker, Kern
Walker, Mary
Weller Smith, Mary Ellen
Wied, Karl
Williams, Allen
Williams, Mary
Yocum, Jaynee

Yocum, John

Zwieg, John

Loon Cam

Sederstrom, Noel -
Leader

Hanson, Eric
Michaelson, Bill
Michaelson, Pat
Ptak, Lori
Sederstrom, Chris

Tamte, Tom

Navigation Lights

Bontems, Jerry -
East Leader

The Vermilion, Fall 2025

Zwieg, John -
West Leader

Jenkins, Mike

Shore Lunch Sites

Ptak, Michael -
Leader-East

Zwieg, John -
Leader-West

Bonach, Edward
Born, Chris
Bremer, Melvin
Bremer, Corliss
Coplin, Wade
Fossum, Ted
Fossum, Caren
Gribble, Jim
Gribble, Ann
Hartley, Tom
Hartley, Sue
Knox, Tom
Lahti, Brian
Lipton, Susan
Ptak, Lori
Saddoris, Tad
Schultz, Mark
Schultz, Sandy
Smith, Chris
Smith, Kathleen
Swanson, Nancy
Teeter, Rick
Ulseth, Robert
Ulseth, Judy
Vagle, Scott
Vagle, Terry

Williams, Allen
Continued on next page




Gift Memberships

Looking for a gift AND a way to support the lake? Give your friends and loved
ones a membership to the Vermilion Lake Association! Your family, neigh-
bors, friends and fellow lake lovers will receive a great magazine four times a year,
with updates on what is happening around the lake and information on how we can
improve and protect Vermilion for future generations to enjoy!

For more information, visit http://vermilionlakeassociation.org

Volunteers...from previous page

Williams, Mary Born, Carol Dahl, Liz Potter, Don
Wipf, Mollie Michaelson, Pat Dennie, Joe Potter, Laurie
Zwonitzer, Dan Towle, Pam Forsline, Tami Robertson, Dale
VLA Dock Signs Wade, Ellen Fry, Robert Stebbins, Jeffrey
Lenertz, Steve Water Quality Fry, Peggy Suoja, Wayne
Maki, Julie Beveroth, Craig - Leader Gobran, Dave Wallace, Doug
Hunter, Peggy Wied, Karl

Beveroth, Carol

Volunteer Coordination Lakmann, Jim

McNamara, Bob
Pohlman, Bob

. ) Cotter, Carrie
Lemieux, Andrine - ’

Leader Cotter, Matt

Bies, Susan Dahl, Rob
If you are interested in joining one of these Teams, contact Andrine

Lemieux at volunteercoordinator@vermilionlakeassociation.org

The SWCD can help you with your conservation projects!

our local soil and water conservation district (SWCD) is here to help landowners with conservation
needs on shorelines and other properties. Technical and financial assistance is available for many
types of projects. Some possibilities are highlighted below.

» Shoreline restorations, including converting turf grass to native plants, failing retaining walls, and other
erosion issues.

» Forestry management, including woodland stewardship plans and spruce budworm work.
» Stormwater mitigation, including rain gardens and other best management practices.

If you have questions or are just curious, please contact us. We are always happy to chat or come take a
look at a site.

Keep an eye on the VLA Facebook account for SWCD-hosted shoreline restoration workshop dates!

www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org




VERMILION
LAKE ASSOCIATION

Vermilion Lake Association
PO Box 236
Cook, MN, 55723

Volunteers Make the Difference

The Vermilion Lake Association has been fortunate over the years to have a dedicated group of leaders
and volunteers to staff our important activities. We are grateful for their help.

Please consider joining this team. We have needs for both workers and leaders, for those with only a few hours to
spare, and for those who can make a larger time commitment.

If you think you may be interested, please contact Andrine Lemieux, VLA Volunteer Program Leader, at

218-979-7893 (cell) or volunteercoordinator@vermilionlakeassociation.org.

Vermilion Lake Association Become a Member

Lisa Tamte, Member Records ¢ P.O.Box 236 ¢ Cook MN 55723

ltamte@gmail.com e 612-475-3064 Join those who love Lake Vermilion as
much as you do. Help us continue the

Membership year runs from January 1st - December 31% 2026 many activities you've just read about.

0] New Member [ Renewal [ Gift Membership

Not sure? Check us out at our website

VermilionLakeAssociation.org. We're pret-

Membership level ty sure you'll like our vision for the future

O $20.00 Household
O $50.00 Business or Organization

and the work we have underway now to
make Lake Vermilion even better.

Please mail a check with the form

Member Name on this page or join at our website

using PayPal or a credit card.
Spouse/Partner Name

The Vermilion Lake Association is
a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization.

Mailing Address:

Street
City State Zip

Yes, You CAN Become a Member

You do not have to be a property own-
er, resident, or a fisherman to become a
member of the Vermilion Lake Associ-
ation. Anyone who cares about improv-
ing and protecting our lake for future
generations to continue to enjoy Lake
Vermilion can join. You will get four
colorful newsletters sent to your home
per year, informing you of volunteer
opportunities, protection efforts, and
other current happenings at the lake.

Email (requested)

Phone (requested)

Please clip or copy this form and send to the address above.




