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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

enjoyment viewing all the winter activities at

the lake through social media. I've been en-
joying seeing ice houses go up, snowmobile trails get-
ting marked, and the various wildlife
sightings on trail cams posted (see our
Vermilion Lake Association Facebook
posting on mountain lions in Minne-
sota.)

E ; ince our cabin is boat access only, I get vicarious

Another thing I've been enjoying see-
ing is our membership renewals pour-
ing in. We so appreciate the support of
our members. If you haven't renewed yet, there is still
time! What does your membership get you? Besides
receiving four newsletters (really, magazines!) a year,
your contribution directly supports:

Lori Ptak

VLA President

» Water quality testing and analysis

» Invasive species monitoring

» Education and outreach materials

» Advocacy efforts with governing bodies

» Construction of new and maintenance of current
shore lunch sites

The Vermilion Lake Association newsletter is
published quarterly and mailed to members.

Managing Editor: Jessica Templeton,
VLA Communications Leader

Content Editors: Terry Grosshauser,
Fisheries Leader, and Lori Ptak, VLA President

Typography and design work by the Timberjay

Cover photo of a rare winter visitor, a Canada Lynx
by Marshall Helmberger, the Timberjay

We welcome your contributions! Have a

"legend of the lake™ to share? Is there a topic
you would like to see covered in a future is-
sue? Send story ideas and photos to Jessica at
communications1@vermilionlakeassociation.org.

Beyond the financial contribution, membership
offers opportunities to get involved directly. Wheth-
er it’s volunteering for one time trail construction
or upkeep, throwing a rake for weed monitoring,
contributing a personal story for the newsletter, or
helping on the loon count, your active participation
strengthens our association and its impact.

Becoming a member does not mean you have to
commit time. It means you care by adding your voice
and contributing funds to help preserve the quality
of our lake and your investment. There is strength
in numbers! You can renew your membership by
visiting https://www.vermilionlakeassociation.org.
Go to “Get Involved,” then “Join or Renew Mem-
bership.” While you're there, could you sign up for
our “eVermilion” messages? Besides alerting you to
the posting of our newsletter, we periodically send
out alerts to important events and happenings. On
our website, go to “News” then “eVermilion Mes-
sages’. There will be a window to put your email in
(www.vermilionlakeassociation.org/latest-news/).
We do not send these alerts to the email you includ-
ed on your membership renewal.

Speaking of membership and volunteering, we were
saddened to hear of the passing of longtime cabin
owner and VLA volunteer, Al Williams. Al loved the
lake and volunteered to maintain shore lunch sites
and build loon platforms. Al was very tall, and there-
fore was a good one to measure out raffle tickets with
his “Wing Span” at Annual Meetings. Many of you
may have met him when he handled and delivered
orders through Pohaki Lumber.

Now that I've mentioned Annual Meetings, please
Save the Date for this year’s meeting: Saturday;,
August 1, 2026. It will again be at beautiful Camp
Vermilion.

I hope you enjoy this edition of The Vermilion. Our
contributors have spent a lot of time keeping up on

the issues affecting our lake and sharing them with

you.

In the meantime, take care, stay warm, and “Be Like
Bob!” (Invite a neighbor to join VLA.)

The Vermilion, Winter 2026




Moccasin Point access to remain open through May 2026
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By Marshall Helmberger, as printed in the November
20, 2025 edition of the Timberjay, with updates by
Scott Kelling, DNR

The heavily used Moccasin Point public access here
will remain open to users through the winter even
as work on a major reconstruction of the site gets
underway. In an effort to minimize disruption, DNR
officials say they’re taking a phased approach to the
more than $3.2 million project. Site clearing will be-
gin in coming months, but that won’t require closure
of the site, which is scheduled to remain open to
public use through May 2026. The site will be closed
to public use beginning in June, with a reopening
anticipated in late summer or fall of this year.

While closed, public access and parking at Moccasin
Point will not be permitted due to safety concerns.
However, limited launch service for barge operations
will be allowed when feasible.

The project has faced considerable opposition from
seasonal residents on Lake Vermilion, many of
whom regularly use the site for accessing their sum-
mer residences and for long-term parking of their
vehicles. The site is also heavily used by barge oper-
ators, since it is one of the deepest water accesses on
the lake and is centrally located near large numbers
of water access properties.

The DNR purchased the site in 2008 with the intent
of a major reconstruction of the launch but had
lacked the funding to move forward until recently.
The project is being funded through the Get Out
MORE (Modernize Outdoor Recreation Experienc-
es) initiative, approved during the 2023 legislative
session.

Continued on next page

‘ www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org 3



Save the Date!
Vermilion Lake Association
Annual Meeting

Saturday August 1, 2026 ® 4 -7 pm
Camp Vermilion (Cook end of lake)
Watch for more details in the Spring

Edition of The Vermilion

Dock Signs Show Member Support for our Mission.... to protect and improve

- ~  The 12x18 inch sign is de- to mount them on their boat
MEMBER OF signed to attach in either houses as well, or even at the
VERMILION| SOmRer of dock front with en‘Frgnce of a'driveway. Th.ese
Lake association | self-tapping sheet metal screws  striking aluminum signs with
or stainless hose clamps. UV protection can be ordered at

\___foprotectandimprove | Some members are choosing

https://www.vermilionlakeassociation.org/merchandise/membership-signs/

Moccasin Point...from page 3

regarding public accesses. The potential enforcement

According to the DNR, the redesigned Moccasin of those rules has met with considerable protest from
Point site will feature: users who benefit from the site’s current, largely un-
» 81 vehicle/trailer and 18 single vehicle parking regulated use.

spaces, including accessible stalls.

> New boat ramps, boarding docks, and short-term [ 9ok fOT alternatives
moor 1ng.docks. ) o ) ] With the closure of the Moccasin Point access begin-
» Aquatic Invasive Species inspection and cleaning ning this June, the DNR is encouraging lake users

s)tatlons. d shoreli bili to plan ahead and consider alternative locations for
Stormwater management and shoreline stabiliza- ,ceq and parking. There are 17 public launches

tion features. ‘ ' available across Lake Vermilion, and overnight park-
> A heavy-duty barge loading ramp for equipment ing is allowed at the 11 DNR-managed sites on the

and materials needing transport to islands in the lake 1.1 The Black Duck Bay access, located 1.4 miles

that provide both recreational and residential use. west of Moccasin Point, offers the nearest alternative.

The DNR is coordinating with the U.S. Forest Service
to ensure continued access to the Trout Lake Portage
via Black Duck Bay and Rice Bay launch sites. Private
marinas and resorts might offer additional options.
The DNR is recommending that boaters call ahead

DNR officials have said the upgrades are needed to
reduce sedimentation at the landing, which has been
a longstanding problem there. The DNR is also try-
ing to bring the site into compliance with state rules

for information about private access sites.
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A Beauty Contest in the Forest

By Esther Reiter, VLA Member

ave you ever seen a fox climbing a tree? Im-
H possible, you say. Well, stay tuned.

Many people say the Pine Marten is the pret-
tiest animal in our local forest. If so, the Grey Fox
(Urocyon cinereoargenteus) must be a close second.
Once common across most the eastern United States,
they are now, due to
habitat loss and en-
croaching civilization,
relatively rare, at least
around here, as we

are also on the edge of
their range.

Not to be confused
with the red fox or its
variants (cross fox, sil-
ver fox, etc.), the Grey
is genetically distinct
and cannot inter-
breed with its distant -

cousins. They have a

distinctive appearance with a grizzled upper body,

a distinctive black stripe down the tail (which has a
black tip), a thick neck, and a wide skull. They do not
have the black socks characteristic of their distant
relatives which is, perhaps, the best way to distin-
guish the species. They are similar in size to the reds,
being 30 to 45 inches long (about one third of that

is tail), and they weigh in at about 8 to 15 pounds.
Males and females look alike and are similar in size.
They may appear smaller than reds because their fur
is a bit shorter.

They are unique among canids in that they readily
climb trees. Yes, indeed, a tree-climbing fox. Their
claws are hooked so they can ascend trees to escape
predators and reach high-up food sources. In this re-
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Note the distinctive and handsome features of this
species.

l
L

spect, they are like martens. On occasion, they even
nest way up there in the overstory.

They are omnivorous, eating rodents and birds and
carrion, but fruit and seeds are important parts of
their diets, too. In this regard, they compete with
bobcats and coyotes, which also happen to be their
main predators. Hence the tree-climbing ability (al-
though it is not clear they can out-climb a bobcat).

They breed in early spring and, several weeks later,
generally have one to six kits in a den. The kits are
raised by both parents until they disperse in the fall.
They live to be about six to ten years old.

Keep an eye out for this local beauty. By the time you
read this, they may be actively feeding new kits. They
are nocturnal or crepuscular, so make sure to watch
for them during or near dark. And don’t forget to
look up!

Want to keep up with the latest news and photos featuring
Lake Vermilion? Follow us on Facebook and Instagram!
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After 76 summers on Vermilion, she
wanted to see her cabin in the snow...

By Jessica Templeton and an anonymous VLA Member

ennifer Horsman Criqui had a wonderful idea.
She also had a big problem in that she wasn’t
quite sure how to turn that big idea into reality.

You see, Jen’s great-great grandfather Louis C. Kurtz,
Sr., and his wife Alice built a cabin on Pine Island
over a hundred years ago. He bought the land sight
unseen in 1915 from a salesman who was making
his way through the Midwest selling lots on Lake
Vermilion. It took three days via car, boat, and train
to make the trip from Des Moines to Tower, but the
family fell in love with the lake. Jen’s mom, Carol
Horsman, has spent almost every summer at the
rustic cabin her great-grandfather built. But she had
never been there in winter, so that trip was at the top
of her bucket list. Jen’s challenge was to make that
wish come true.

Thinking snowmobiles might be the answer, Jen sent
a message to the Vermilion Penguins, the local snow-
mobile club, seeking advice on how to get across

the lake ice to the property on Pine Island. The club
contacted member Peter McGillivray. Peter, in turn,
contacted his neighbor and fellow Penguins member,
Steve Bradach. They both readily agreed to help and
soon concluded that a heated side-by-side would be
best suited for this venture. In addition to Carol, Jen
wanted to bring her two teenagers, Isa and Cal (the
sixth generation of family who spend much of their
summers at the cabin). No problem, they said, we
both have heated Rangers.

And so those folks met on Isle of Pines on a gray,
almost drizzly day just after Christmas. The Rang-
ers worked flawlessly in taking the group across the
frozen lake to the Pine Island cabin.

The cabin is a classic - vintage Lake Vermilion.
Completed in 1921, it was built using milled wood
and hardware from a family business in Iowa. The
materials were hauled across the lake piece by piece.
It is a simple, wood-frame, whitewashed house with
sloping roofs and charming dormers. There is a large,
wrap-around screen porch on the lake side, giving it

Steve Bradach, Isa Criqui, Jen Criqui, Cal Criqui, Carol
Horsman, and Peter McGillivray

a country club look. It is rustic yet elegant. In short,
it is as classic as a Minnesota cabin from the pre-Mc-
Mansion era can be. It is set on a stunning lot with
massive, old-growth white pines and shoreline on
both Vermilion and the bigger of the two interior
lakes on Pine Island, which is but a two-minute walk
inland.

As you might imagine, the cabin interior is papered
with family photos and lake paraphernalia, and the
walls are soaked in memories and stories. Carol has
a large extended family, and many of them, after
experiencing the beauty of Lake Vermilion, bought
properties nearby. Some of Carol’s favorite memories
at the cabin involve family reunions so large that
attendees wore color-coded t-shirts connecting them
to different branches of the family. A reunion in 2000
was attended by a priest friend from Iowa who said
Mass on the front lawn and then baptized Carol’s
grandson in the lake. Carol mused, “I wonder what
my grandfather and old-time relatives would think

6 The Vermilion, Winter 2026



Carol Horsman sees her cabin in
the snow for the first time!

about that”

Carol remembers her great-grandfather would come
to the lake wearing a suit, and her grandmother
would wear long dresses and a hat. Carol’'s moth-

er said you could tell her grandfather was relaxing
when he would sit on the porch swing and take his
tie off.

Carol recalls that on Sundays, her grandfather would
take the family for boat rides all the way through
Oak Narrows and to the other end of the lake. She
emphasizes this was in what they referred to as “the
big boat,” which was slow, so these trips would take
all day. Carol says that, aside from weekly attendance
at Mass, family life revolved around the island. Car-
ol's dad would often cook breakfast on the beach -
always bacon and eggs - using a charcoal grill.

Jen’s father, Carol’'s husband, Darryl, also a “laker;” is
no longer with us, but his memory lives on. Memo-

rials from friends and loved ones funded the Green-
wood Fire Department Snowambulance, which the

family donated in his name.

Cal and Isa Criqui, the sixth generation of the family
to spend summers on Pine Island

And so there you have it. Problem solved, idea re-
alized, mission accomplished, all the old-fashioned
way, with a little ingenuity and a hand from a couple
of strangers. Carol was delighted. Life at the lake
indeed.
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Looking for Native Plants, Trees, or Seed Mixes?

By Rachel Poppe, North St. Louis
SWCD District Forester

The North St. Louis SWCD Tree,
Shrub, and Native Plants and
Seeds Sale is underway and can
help you meet your planting needs
this spring! Explore just a few of
the many ways planting native
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trees and plants can benefit your
woods and shoreline:

Planting trees is an opportunity to
invest in your wooded shoreline
property. For example, red and
white pine are beautiful, long-
lived trees that will be enjoyed
now and by many future genera-
tions.

Planting fruiting shrubs like

Board of Directors and Officers 2025 - 2026

Questions? Contact
North St. Louis SWCD
District Forester Rachel
Poppe at(218)748-2000
or rachel@nslswecd.org.
serviceberry or American plum

benefits wildlife. Fruiting shrubs
can provide a food source for

ruffed grouse, white-tailed deer,
and other birds and mammals.

ik h ! i

2;.1 ~ | Our shoreline plant kits help sta-
& \ bilize soil at the water’s edge. Each

R kit contains 36 individual plants
of 6 different wet-soil species

with deep roots. These plants help

prevent erosion along large bodies

of water.

Need to cover an unsightly septic
mound? Our septic mound seed
mix is designed to provide stable,
attractive ground cover and ero-
sion control in poor quality septic
mound soils, with the added ben-
efit of providing pollinator habitat.

Continued on next page
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Craig Beveroth, Water Quality Leader, Pike Bay, 952-428-9155,
cbeveroth@comcast.net

Sara Bright, Lake Steward Program Leader, Smarts Bay,
LakeSteward@vermilionlakeassociation.org

Gary Haugen, AIS Co-Leader, Big Bay,
612-720-2853, 218-753-3021, ghmedrep@gmail.com

Andrine Lemieux, Volunteer Coordinator,

volunteercoodinator@vermilionlakeassociation.org

Jerry Lepper, Daisy Bay, 218-753-2629,
218-404-2320, leppeje16@gmail.com

Lori Ptak, President, Bystrom Bay,
president1@vermilionlakeassociation.org

Jessica Templeton, Communications Leader, Frazer Bay,
communications1@vermilionlakeassociation.or

Nancy Watkins, AIS Co-Leader, 320-291-2363,
2bitfarm@gmail.com

John Yocum, Fisheries Leader, Daisy Bay, 407-873-3883,
snootman@aol.com
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2025 Aquatic Plant Survey Report

he Vermilion Lake Association is committed
I to preserve the quality of the lake through

numerous programs designed to protect the
fishery, promote its wise use and prevent the in-
troduction of a new aquatic invasive species. Since
2016, seven comprehensive lake surveys have been
conducted by outside agencies to monitor changes in
the plant community which can indicate changes in
the lake’s health. It is also helpful
for the detection of a new invasive
species so a rapid response can be
implemented for containment and
control.

Vermilion is considered a moder-
ately fertile lake, more fertile than
most lakes in this ecoregion. Its
higher amount of organic sedi-
ments supports an outstanding
diversity of aquatic plants, provid-
ing significant natural protection for water quality
and lake health.

Nancy Watkins
VLA Board Member/
AIS Co-Leader

This year’s aquatic plant survey targeted thirteen
high-use areas of the lake, primarily around pub-

lic boat accesses and resorts. The inlet by East Two
Rivers was also included in the survey. Many of these
sample locations have been monitored through the
years, providing valuable data to assess trends in

Tree Sale...from previous page

Our staff are happy to assist you in designing your
planting project. For shoreline planting questions,
contact Jake Bendel at jake@nslswcd.org or by phone
at (218)780-0006. For tree planting selection, wood-
land management, and general tree sale questions,
contact Rachel Poppe at rachel@nslswcd.org or by
phone at (218)749-2000.

We offer over 15 varieties of trees and shrubs in bundles
of 20-25 including fruiting shrubs, deciduous trees, and
conifers. Native plant and seed kits are also available for
rain gardens, pollinator habitat, buckthorn replacement,
septic mounds, and woodland shade. The most popular
trees in the 2025 sale included red pine, white pine, and
white spruce, plus the fruiting tree and shrub packet. The

the plant community. Findings are shared with the
Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center
(MAISRC), which collects data statewide for research
and protection projects. The survey technique uses
“point” sampling. In the past a double headed gar-
den rake was used to collect samples. Sonar is now
included in the survey to ensure the gathered plants
fully reflect the vegetation present at each site. This
also enables examination of the lake bottom for the
detection of any newly introduced invasive species.

A quick synopsis of the report is that observed vege-
tation was present at 336 of the 629 sample sites. The
percentage of vegetation in these targeted areas has
shown a steady increase through the year from 30%
to today’s findings of 53%. Everett and Stuntz Bay
continue to be the leaders in vegetation growth. Of
note, the aquatic vegetation in Everett Bay changed
significantly again in 2025. Canada Waterweed was
growing so abundantly that two ‘islands’ covering the
surface in water depths of four feet were formed, cre-
ating a nuisance to visiting boats. The complete re-
port can be accessed under the AIS tab on the VLA’
website. The GOOD NEWS is that besides Everett
Bay’s two patches of invasive Curly Leaf Pond Weed,
which has been steady, no new invasive vegetation
species were found.

pollinator native plant kit and the septic mound seed mix
were also in high demand.

Order your native plant kits and seed mixes by April
22nd and your trees by May 6th. You can order on our
website at www.nslswed.org or by phone (218-749-
2000). Mail-in ordering is also available, but some items
may be sold out before we receive it. You will pick up
your order at the Eveleth DNR office (7979 MN Hwy 37
Eveleth, MN 55734) either on Thursday, May 7th from
9am-3pm, or Friday, May 8th from 9am-6pm.

Proceeds from the sale support the conservation efforts
in northern St. Louis County. Order now to plant in the
spring and see your results into the future!
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Opposite page/bottom right: View from the
water of the newly-installed fishing pier.

Fishing for the Future

By Matt Hennen, MN DNR Tower Area Fisheries and
Brad Dekkers, MN DNR Tower Area Parks and Trails

new accessible fishing pier was installed this
Apast fall adjacent to the Pederson Landing

Public Water Access site and Wakemup Bay
Campground and Day-Use Area. The new fishing
pier will provide fishing and outdoor recreation
opportunities for Lake Vermilion users for many
years to come. This project has been discussed in-
termittently between the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) and the Vermilion Lake
Association for several years, but the project gained
more traction recently with the support of Get Out
MORE (Modernize Outdoor Recreation Experienc-
es) investments appropriated to the DNR in 2023.
Following the appropriations, DNR Area Fisheries
offices around the state were tasked with developing
a prioritized list of potential projects in their areas in
September 2023. After consultation with Tower Area

Parks and Trails staff, the Wakemup Bay site became
the top priority in our area given its location on the
lake, the anticipated use by campers and other visi-
tors to the site, and the presence of various fish spe-
cies in the bay. DNR Fisheries hired Jim Levitt as the
Shore Fishing Program Coordinator in April 2024 to
review these projects across the state, and he was able
to visit the site in November 2024. After working
with Tower Area Fisheries and Parks and Trails staff
to complete the appropriate environmental review,
the project was given the green light with Tower Area
Parks and Trails taking on the design, construction,
and future maintenance responsibilities. A new 64-
foot ADA-accessible fishing pier was purchased and
delivered to the site mid-summer 2025. In September
2025, improvements to the existing Day-Use parking
area were completed with the main improvement
being the construction of an ADA-accessible parking
spot. An ADA-accessible path was also built to pro-
vide a connection from the parking area to the pier.

10 The Vermilion, Winter 2026




In late September, the new fishing pier was
constructed, assembled on-site, and floated
to its new location along the shore. In late
October, it was floated to its winter spot
offshore in the bay to prevent ice damage
during spring ice break-up.

I have taken my daughters to the Wakemup
Bay Campground and Day-Use Area sev-
eral times in the past and fished from the
docks and along the shoreline. We have
been successful in catching bluegill, black
crappie, and yellow perch, as have others I
have seen and talked to at the site. Further-
more, Tower Area Fisheries has sampled
and observed largemouth bass, muskel-
lunge, northern pike, smallmouth bass, and
walleye in the bay. The addition of a new
dedicated fishing pier on public land that
my family and countless others can use

for years to come is thrilling! I am already
looking forward to seeing the beaming
smiles on my daughters faces as we reel in
more Lake Vermilion lunkers (at least in
their eyes) next summer.

The Hoodoo Point fishing pier is another
great angling option located further east

on Lake Vermilion. DNR Parks and Trails
worked with the City of Tower, who main-
tains the pier, ADA parking, and ADA
path, to replace the old fishing pier that was
taken out of service a couple of seasons ago.
DNR provided the new fishing pier, and the
City of Tower is working on the ADA-ac-
cessible parking and an ADA-accessible
trail to connect to the pier.

Next summer, make some time to check
both new fishing piers out. They add to the
beauty and experience of Lake Vermilion,
and they provide more opportunities to do
what so many of us love to do on the lake:
catch fish!

Above right: Matt Hennen with his daugh-
ters Sloane, age 6, and Brynn, age 3. The
girls are all smiles holding one of several
bluegills caught at the Wakemup Bay site
before the new fishing pier was installed.

www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org




The Lake Vermilion Indian
Boarding School at Sucker Point

were not recognized as U.S. cit-

izens and their voice was largely
missing from decisions involving
Native American rights. Anglo Amer-
ican discussions about Native Amer-
ican issues were often dehumanizing,
filled with racist language. Govern-
ment-sponsored Indian Boarding
Schools developed within this environment. Their
purpose was to erase Native American culture and
replace it with Anglo ways. Colonel Richard H. Pratt,
a key figure in the development of Indian Boarding
Schools, adopted a military model to instill “civili-
zation” in Native American children. It was a harsh
system that cut ties to a child’s family, language, and
ways. For example, the children’s hair was cut into
Anglo styles, and traditional clothing and languages
were prohibited at the boarding schools. Col. Pratt
believed "immersing the Indians in our civilization
and when we get them under, holding them there
until they are thoroughly soaked" was needed to
effect change. The systemic drowning of a Native
American child’s culture was bluntly described as
“kill the Indian in him, and save the man.”

In the 1800s, Native Americans

Kathy Moccio, VLA
Board Member

By 1897, it was clear that the federal government was
going to open an Indian Boarding School on Lake
Vermilion. The boarding school opened on Sucker
Point in 1899. Unlike the one room schoolhouses
common to rural education, the Lake Vermilion In-
dian School consisted of several buildings, including
a cow barn and sawmill. Children at the school were
expected to work. The teaching of fundamental ed-
ucational skills were of a lower quality and children
who attended the boarding school routinely failed to
achieve the level of competency in subjects such as
math, reading, and writing that non-boarding school
students attained.

Many of the harsh cultural eradication practices Col.
Pratt touted were adopted at the Lake Vermilion
Indian School. Sanitation was not a priority. Chil-
dren slept two to a bed. Shower and toilet facilities
were located in a basement where there were three
showers for more than one hundred students. A
septic system installed between 1911 and 1914 was
insufficient to meet the need. Superintendents at
the school repeatedly asked for improvements to

the “deplorable” sanitary conditions but none were

Continued on next page
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Camp Vermilion
Safeguards Land

he beautiful setting of Camp

Vermilion on the west end of

the lake has been the setting
for a number of Vermilion Lake As-
sociation gatherings. Through a con-
servation easement with Minnesota
Land Trust, Camp Vermilion gained
funding to strengthen its programs
and mission, while also permanently
safeguarding over 280 acres of forests, wetlands, and
undeveloped shoreline on beautiful Lake Vermilion.

Lori Ptak
VLA President

The Minnesota Land Trust is a conservation non-
profit organization based in Saint Paul, Minnesota,
that works with private landowners to conserve land
through voluntary land conservation agreements.
The Land Trust’s mission is to protect and restore
Minnesota’s most vital natural lands to provide
wildlife habitat, clean water, outdoor experiences,

Boarding School...from page 12

provided. Illness ensued. Rheumatic disease, pneu-
monia, meningitis, and tuberculosis were all issues
along with trachoma, a contagious eye disease that
can cause blindness. When children became sick,
adequate medical treatment was not available. Some
of the children who survived a disease contracted at
the Lake Vermilion Indian School struggled with the
trauma of attending the school and permanent phys-
ical handicaps due to inadequate medical care.

Bill King, the legendary Ojibwe basketball coach,
shared his mother’s experience with me. Ideal King
was born at Joyce’s Landing in Wakemup Bay on
Lake Vermilion. Ideal was around seven years old
when her mother died. Overwhelmed by provid-

ing for eight small children, Ideal’s father took his
daughter to the Lake Vermilion Indian School. It was
there that Ideal contracted trachoma. The painful eye
disease made her sensitive to light and she spent an
entire winter in a darkened room. Ideal’s schooling
was interrupted and she was unable to go outside.
When her family learned of her plight, they retrieved
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and scenic beauty for generations to come. By enter-
ing into this agreement, the camp ensures that those
acres will not be developed with structures but still
be available for its campers for hiking and camping.

Why is this good for Lake Vermilion? While this
easement does not give the public access to these
acres, the lake benefits by protecting wildlife habitat,
clean water, and forests. To learn more about Minne-
sota Land Trust, visit https://mnland.org/about/.

Ideal from the boarding school, but for the rest of
her life, Ideal suffered with eye pain, light sensitivity,
and loss of vision. Ultimately, one of her eyes was
removed.

Not all of the children who became sick at the Lake
Vermilion Indian School survived. Deaths of chil-
dren due to disease, accident, or lack of medical care
were regularly reported. The unmarked graves of
these children are on Sucker Point, where they bear
silent witness to the calculated cruelty of the Indian
Boarding School system.

This article would not be possible without the generosity of Ojib-
we Historian Linda LeGarde Grover who shared her insights and
writings with me.

The school remained open until 1954 when the Bureau of Indian
Affairs ordered the Vermilion School to close because of policies to
desegregate Native American students.

Dr. Thomas Rodwell, superintendent and physician at the Lake
Vermilion Indian School urged the Department of the Interior
to build a hospital at the school. No hospital was ever built even
though it was repeatedly requested throughout the years.

www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org




» Traps should be employed immediately adjacent
to sensitive areas in 1 to 15 feet of water. No trap
should be employed deeper than 15 feet (5 m).

Removal Ares Ing oo
Sensitive Vegetation (eg
wild rice]

» One trap should be placed about every 30 feet.

» Leave overnight and check every 24 hours.
Ko Irapping wWiee wae

depth > 5m
» The months of May through August is the most

effective time to employ the traps. May and June
removals will protect this year’s crop; July and Au-

Rusty Crayfish photo by Ryan Hodnett . )
gust removals will protect next year’s crop.

Diagram by John Yocum
£  —

Removing Rusty Crayfish Helps Protect Wild Rice

usty crayfish are an invasive species that were
Rintroduced into Lake Vermilion in the mid-

1980s, presumably by fisherman. They are
native to the Ohio River basin. They are found in at
least 75 lakes in St. Louis, Cook and
Lake counties of Minnesotas Ar-
rowhead region. Thirty-five of those
lakes in the same region, including
Lake Vermilion, also host wild rice
as an ecologically and culturally
important food source, as listed by
the 1854 Treaty Authority. Rusty
crayfish are voracious eaters and will
do significant damage to submerged aquatic vegeta-
tion including the wild rice crop. In this article, we
will discuss effective strategies for removing them to
protect wild rice.

John Yocum
VLA Board Member

The University of Minnesota’s AIS Detectors com-
menced a study titled Subproject 46 to trap and
remove rusty crayfish. Chemical treatments are not
an effective way to control rusty crayfish, plus that
method causes harm to other species. Traps are the
most effective way to remove them. The team experi-
mented with various trap types and baits such as hot-
dogs, wet cat food and frozen smelt for rusty crayfish
removal. They determined the best traps to use were
standard XL minnow traps available from hardware

stores, sporting goods stores, or online, modified
with dilated 1% inch openings for rusty crayfish. It
should be noted that 1% inches is the largest permit-
ted opening under Minnesota law. Attach the traps to
nylon ropes. Minnesota law requires a waterproof tag
with the name and address of the owner be attached.
The study concluded that hotdogs were the best bait
to use. They recommended placing the hotdogs in
bait pills because the rusty crayfish will devour the
entire hotdog in a short time otherwise. See chart
above for more information on setting traps.

Minnesota regulations allow people with a fishing
license and children under 16 to take and possess up
to 25 pounds of live crayfish for personal use. How-
ever, you cannot possess red swamp crayfish, which
have bright red spots on their claws. So far, this inva-
sive species has not been found in Lake Vermilion; to
date, it has only invaded Tilde Lake in Clay County
down near the Moorhead/Fargo area. A permit is
needed to sell crayfish or take/possess more than

25 pounds of crayfish. Crayfish may be harvested
from April 1 to November 30. Freezing them is the
most humane way to euthanize them. They can then
be discarded in the trash or eaten. There are many
articles available on the internet and in old editions
of The Vermilion that discuss recipes and ways to
prepare them.

For more information, please see: Effective Rusty Crayfish Removal to Protect Wild Rice by the University of
Minnesota AIS Detectors: https://maisrc.umn.edu/research/46. Crayfish Information from the Minnesota De-

partment of Natural Resources: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/fishing/commercial/crayfish.html
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Winter is the Time to Ready Your Bat Houses

his summer, we noticed

something we were very hap-

py to see - more bats! After
many years of seeing very few bats,
we again noticed
them flying around
after dusk. We were
also pleased to see
quite a few were us-
ing our bat houses.

Lori Ptak
VLA President

I was curious if the
bat population was
increasing at the Lake Vermil-
ion-Soudan Underground Mine
State Park, so we contacted Jim
DeVries, with the DNR at the park.
While they don’t have specific
numbers, they are definitely seeing
an increase in bat activity around
the mine entrance over the last four
years.

The decline in the bat population up
here is due to white-nose syndrome,
a deadly bat-specific disease. Jim
says, “The Soudan Mine is the
largest hibernaculum in the state

of Minnesota. At its peak we esti-
mated between 17,000-20,000 bats
each winter. In 2017, white-nose
syndrome came to the park and the
estimates are that over 90% of the
population of hibernating bats died
off”

Since 2015-16, when the disease was
first confirmed in the state, Melissa
Boman, a mammal specialist for the
Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources’ Minnesota Biological
Survey, noticed more requests for
information on bat houses as a way
to help the bat population. She and a
team of DNR colleagues launched a

pro]ect to learn how boxes can best
support bat populations.

In an article published in the Sept/
Oct 2025 Minnesota Conservation
Volunteer, Boman writes:

Bat boxes are incredibly important to the
health of the bat populations that use
them. While hibernating bats use caves
to overwinter, during warmer months
they roost in a variety of habitats, from
trees and rock crevices to human-made
structures including bridges, buildings—
and bat boxes. During summer months,
female bats gather in groups called
maternity colonies to give birth and raise
baby bats, called pups. Born hairless

and completely dependent on milk from
mom, pups need very warm—but not
too hot—temperatures to grow quickly.
It is primarily these bat moms and pups
that use bat boxes. The conditions inside
a bat box can influence the health and
survival of bat pups, important factors
for population growth.

While we have updated our bat box-
es since we first put some up over
20 years ago, we will be using these
guidelines to build another box or
two and put them in strategic places
on our property.

For more bat box information: visit

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/issues/2025/sep-oct/index.html
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/mcbs/artificial-bat-roost-guide.pdf.

www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org

Box Sweet Box

If you're interested in helping
bats by providing boxes where
they can roost, it’s important
to choose and place the boxes
carefully. Here are key guidelines
for Minnesota bat boxes from a
DNR study:

» Large, multi-chamber boxes
are best. Tall boxes with multiple
chambers allow bats to move
around and to roost in different
group sizes. Boxes should be
larger than 3,000 cubic inches—
roughly the size of a microwave
oven or a 5-gallon bucket. Avoid
smaller single-chamber boxes
commonly sold by hardware or
garden stores and online retail-
ers; bats tend not to use them.

» Use proven designs. Styles
known as the multi-chamber
nursery, the rocket box, and the
Johnson box work best.

> More boxes are better. A
cluster of three or more boxes of
different styles gives bats more
options to find suitable con-
ditions for gathering in social
groups, raising pups, and resting.

» Sun exposure matters. Boxes
should face different directions
with a mix of sun and shade. One
box should face east to warm in
the morning sun.

» Mount boxes on tall posts or
buildings. Never on trees.

» Choose the right site. Boxes
should be mounted in an open
area near forest cover, at least 20
feet away from tree branches.

» Bats need water nearby. Bats
drink by gleaning water from the
surface of water bodies. Boxes
should be mounted within a
quarter mile of a water source.




The Joys of Lake Vermilion Living

By John Yocum and Terry Grosshauser,
VLA Board Members

inter is a special time to reflect on our
blessings. One of the blessings that we
all share is our love of spending time

at a place on Lake Vermilion. There is something
magical for a lot of people that come up to a cabin
whether they own it or not. They have a “passion”
for fishing and the beautiful surroundings.

Probably the activity that is foremost on people’s
minds when they think about the joys of lake life is
fishing. Anyone who fishes understands that it’s not
all about catching fish. It's about preparation and
planning. It’s about strategy and it’s about making
family memories that come from this activity. It’s
about getting up at 5 a.m. and seeing a mist on

the lake with barely a ripple in the water and a fish
hitting a topwater lure jumping in the air with a large
splash and an exciting fight only to be released.

Some of these benefits include socializing with others
or enrolling kids in the concept of fishing or taking
an older group of adults, like veterans, fishing. It is
also about staying physically active, which fishing
definitely provides. Maybe not intensive cardio-phys-
ical exercise, but it’s certainly more than sitting
behind a desk all day.

Fishing gives people the opportunity to focus on
something real. It’s a chance to challenge the mind

to figure out which lure or fishing technique or spot
to visit. It's a chance for us to use all the lures and
rods we've accumulated; and master all the different
techniques we've learned. It’s a chance to take a break
from the pressures of life, and to forget about the
stress of work or paying bills.

Fishing is an activity that is enjoyed by people in all
stages of life - from the very young to the very old.
People with some sort of disability are also capable -
in most cases - of enjoying fishing. Fishing is more
than foraging for food, although we are blessed to
have the delicious walleye in Lake Vermilion as the
primary species most people fish for. Many species,
like muskies and bass, are caught and released, which

A
is a sport in itself.

Even for those who don't fish, the joys of spending
time at the lake are numerous. There are lots of other
boating activities like sailing, remote picnics, and
watersports to enjoy. There are also simple joys like
watching wildlife, sunsets and the northern lights to
be enjoyed.

Those of us who have been privileged to spend part
of our lives on Lake Vermilion are lucky people
indeed!
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Volunteer Coordinator Needed!

Do you love Lake Vermilion and enjoy connecting people with meaningful
opportunities? The VLA is seeking a Volunteer Coordinator to help continue
our mission of protecting and improving our lake.

e Join the VLA Board
e Help members find volunteer projects that match their interests

e Support & strengthen our efforts to protect & improve Lake Vermilion

Contact Andrine Lemieux to learn more!
— 218-979-7893 ————

volunteercoordinator@vermilionlakeassociation.org

VERMILION

) ‘mh L AKE ASSOCIATION

www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org




s a follow-up to the Fall newsletter article
A“Mercury Pollution: Why it Matters for Lake

Vermilion,” we thought a bit more informa-
tion about walleye consumption was warranted.
Especially when we're being told that walleye are

contaminated by the neurotoxin mercury, largely
as a result of the sulphate being leached into Pike

River, which feeds into Vermilion.
The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) recommends limiting
fish meals to one to two servings per
week depending upon the fish size
and amount of mercury in the tissue;
the Minnesota Department of Health
(MDH) recommends one walleye
serving per month. Confused? Com-

Craig Beveroth
VLA Water Quality
Leader

mon sense says we need to define the
size of the walleye and the amount of mercury in the
fish to establish a meal or serving.

Five hundred of Minnesota’s northeastern lakes are
designated as impaired because of mercury levels in
fish. Typical mercury levels in fish run from 0.1 to
0.3 parts per million (ppm), with up to 72% higher
concentrations in lakes infested with zebra mussels
(thankfully there are no adult zebra mussel infesta-
tions in Vermilion). In a series of Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources (DNR) studies from
2018 to 2024, data indicates mercury levels in fish
range from 0.073 to 0.738 ppm. So, as an example
of fish with a mercury level of 0.3 ppm, the general
rule is one meal per week for sensitive groups (preg-
nant/nursing/young kids) and potentially up to four
meals per month (or one per week) for the general
population. If your body weight is 130 pounds, then
a cooked serving size of 5.25 ounces is recommend-
ed; if you weigh 190 pounds, then your cooked safe
serving size is 7.5 ounces. If you're able to determine

Sulphate pollution is driving
up mercury levels in walleye

How much is safe to eat?

how much mercury your fish serving contains (good
luck), then see the Food and Drug Administration/
EPA guidance below (remember that our walleye
probably contain somewhere between 0.073 and
0.738 ppm of mercury):

» The best choice is fish low in mercury - less than
0.15 ppm: 2-3 servings/week

» A good choice is fish with moderate levels of
mercury - 0.15 - 0.45 ppm: 1 serving/week (mercury
0.15 - 0.46 ppm)

» Avoid fish with high levels of mercury - greater
than 0.46 ppm.

So how do we get back to safely eating more Vermil-
ion walleye? A key solution seems to be decreasing
the amount of sulphate entering Vermilion via the
Pike River, which empties into Vermilion at the old
hydro dam just to the west of the Highway 77 bridge.
Contact your elected officials, the Minnesota Pollu-
tion Control Agency (MPCA), the DNR, the MDH,
and the EPA, and get involved with public comments
when the MPCA starts the wastewater permit renew-
al process for the nearby taconite mine. This could
happen in Spring 2026 but may be later due to the
MPCA’s December 18 announcement that they want
to “review new science and data as it becomes avail-
able” Note that nothing is mentioned about sulphate
and its ability to methylate mercury — which keeps
our walleye consumption to a minimum. Please be
vocal about this to our public officials.

On an unrelated note, be aware of how much de-ic-
ing salt you use this winter. Most of it eventually
makes its way into Vermilion, which is negative for
plants and fish.

For more information, see the following:

U.S. EPA guidelines: https://www.epa.gov/mercury/guidelines-eating-fish-contain-mercury

Minnesota Department of Health Guidelines: https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/
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Donations have been
made, Oct. 1 - Dec. 10,
2025, to the Vermilion
Lake Association in
memory of or in honor
of the following :

Allen Williams
Bayard French
Beth Malmgren

Charles Andrew Gilbert
MD

Charlie Bell
Christopher Nicklow
Dale Lundblad

Dan Cook

Dick Schultz
Dorothy P. French

Doug and Marcia DeG-
roote

Dr. Jim Kvale

Elio Pietrini

In Memory

Erwin Jr. and Vera
Keister

Fred Urbanek

George and Toots Boase
Grant Hughes

Harvey W. Maki

Dean Buchanan

Isaac and Johanna
Makynen

Jack and Jane Lawson
James K. Marttila

James Stoker

Jeanne Morreim

Jeffrey Rosati

Jerry and Rebecca Ketola
Jim McKinney

Jim Smrekar

John Bemiss

Josie Niepagen

Joy E. Kaltenheuser
Judy Moline
Keith I. Loken

Kris Moorhead and Rick
Dyer

Lanny and Judy Moline

LeRoy and Kathy
Holmes

Linda Carter Biddle
Marge and Rod McPeak

Martha Rowell Nord-
mann

Marty Silvi

Mary Jo Blonigan
Matthew Corwin Allen
Mike and Lucy Begich
Patrick Kearney

Pearl T. and Edward L.
Herda

Ray and Gladys Ashley
Richard Kesl

Robert and Violet Jurek
Robert E. Smith
Robert Geoffrey
Robert Wilson

Sallie Wylie

Sharon Jacobson
Stephanie Naegele

Sue Mihelich

Susan Felix

Trevor Reichel

Vern and Elinor Lund-

berg
William A. Lanigan

William Corwin Allen

Order online at

Vermilion Lake Association

Caps Now
Available

$9.00. Free local pickup is available.

Wear your new hat proudly to show your support for your lake association. The price is right!

Cap prices are $20, plus $7 shipping per order. When you order 3 or more, the shipping will be

www.vermilionlakeassociation.org/merchandise/caps/

For more information, contact Jerry via email at jnclep4@frontiernet.net

www.VermilionLakeAssociation.org
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Volunteers Make the Difference

The Vermilion Lake Association has been fortunate over the years to have a dedicated group of leaders
and volunteers to staff our important activities. We are grateful for their help.

Please consider joining this team. We have needs for both workers and leaders, for those with only a few hours to
spare, and for those who can make a larger time commitment.

If you think you may be interested, please contact Andrine Lemieux, VLA Volunteer Program Leader, at

218-979-7893 (cell) or volunteercoordinator@vermilionlakeassociation.org.

Vermilion Lake Association Become a Member

Lisa Tamte, Member Records ¢ P.O.Box 236 ¢ Cook MN 55723

ltamte@gmail.com e 612-475-3064 Join those who love Lake Vermilion as
much as you do. Help us continue the

Membership year runs from January 1st - December 31% 2026 many activities you've just read about.

[ New Member [ Renewal [ Gift Membership

Not sure? Check us out at our website
VermilionLakeAssociation.org. We're pret-
ty sure you'll like our vision for the future

and the work we have underway now to
make Lake Vermilion even better.

Membership level
O $20.00 Household
O $50.00 Business or Organization

Please mail a check with the form

Member Name on this page or join at our website

using PayPal or a credit card.
Spouse/Partner Name

The Vermilion Lake Association is
a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization.

Mailing Address:

Street

Yes, You CAN Become a Member

57 ED 2l You do not have to be a property own-
er, resident, or a fisherman to become a
member of the Vermilion Lake Associ-
ation. Anyone who cares about improv-
ing and protecting our lake for future
generations to continue to enjoy Lake
Vermilion can join. You will get four
colorful newsletters sent to your home
per year, informing you of volunteer
opportunities, protection efforts, and
other current happenings at the lake.

Email (requested)

Phone (requested)

Please clip or copy this form and send to the address above.




